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For Sugaring Operations Bdth Large & Small

GRIMMMAKES R/O
AFFORDABLE !!

GRIMM has an R/O machine to fit your budget and your sugaring operation's
size. By adding membrane/pressure vessel assemblies, you can increase the
capacity of your unit to fit your sugarbush as you increase your number of taps.
We have nine models, made in the USA by one of the America’s major suppliers
of Industrial reverse osmosis equipment. It is a proven design, with several

- $11,77510 $19,850
7,000 to 20,000 taps
Model B-900 shown

Information.

hundred units now in use by sugarmakers like you.

“L-SERIES”
$2,650 to $4,275
500 to 1,500 taps
Model L-9 shown

G.H. GRIMM CO., INC., Box 130, Rutland, VT 05701

(802) 775-5411
“READY TO SERVE ALL YOUR SUGARING NEEDS!”

GRIMM can also supply reverse osmosis systems for farm, industrial, municipal and
commercial process water or effluent purfication. Call PAUL DENTON at GRIMM for

B R s S S P i o s Stk s i riaie S o T

Equipment to :
NAME

Please send Information on GRIMMReverse Osmosis

STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

The G.H. GRIMM Co., Inc., Box 130, Rutiand, VT 05701

» »

THINK ABOUT:

The bolling time you will save.

The wood you won't have to cut, split,
stack, store, move, recover and burn.

The hired help you can do without.

The bigger evaporator and/or sugarhouse
you will not have to pay for. ‘
The increase taps you can boll from, the
extra syrup you can make and sell |




"U.S. MAPLE, Inc.

TUBING ¢ SPOUTS ¢ TEES ¢ Y’s ¢« CONNECTORS

4 or 6-WAY
MANIFOLD SET

SPOUTS
* Black color aids
in rapid taphole
thawing. 'SPOUT-PLUG

* For removal use 1" « Tight seal with spout
wrench or hammer. - allows pressure or

vacuurmn washing of
tubing in place.
* |nterconnection
between “T" and
L spout.

¥

LERR

CONNECTOR
* Will not pull apart.

U.S MAPLE TUBING
Green Translucent Color
“ROUND"™1.D. is standard for complete interchange-
ability. Minimizes ultraviolet sunlight deterioration.
Flexible in cold weather. i
“RIBBED"™—Heavier wall, minimizes flattening of
tubing against heavy barked trees. Designed especially
for year round installations. Stiffer formula.

Owned and operated by Sugarmakers. Sugarmakers with extensive tubing experience,
concemned about quality and service. All items are: ® Guaranteed against defects of any
kind ® Completely interchangeable with other brands allowing you to trade a section at a
time. Fittings are: ®* Made from a new formula. Low temperature and impact strength ©
Designed not to pull apart * Rugged: most plastic per fitting on the market ® Vacuum
tight. LR

U.S. Maple, Inc. is-owned by the following producers:

Bascom'’s Sugar House, RR 1, Box 138, Alstead, NH 03602 (603) 835-6361, 835-2230
Troy Firth; 136 Mechanic St., Spartansburg, PA 16434 (814) 654-7338, 654-7265
Maple Syrup Supplies, PO Box 245, Potterville, M1 48876 | (517) 6457305
Mayotte’s Maple Products, RD 2, E. Fairfield, VT 05448 (802) 849-6810
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" COVER PICTURE

by Bruce Sartell _
Thompson, Pa

Glenn L. Blewett is pictured with
the yoke and buckets that he used as
a young man. They were handed
down to him from his father and
grandfather. He used them to gather
sap that was boiled in an iron kettle.

From what he has been told by his
relatives, he was never named for a
month when he was born because
they didn't think he would live. He
weighed only 5 Ibs and looked like a
skinned squirrel. He refused the bot-
tle for extra nourishment. He says he
only uses it now when it is necessary.

Glenny is a naturalist, born June
18, 1904. Being a bachelor, he lives
alone on the family farm. He had a
sawmill, raised sheep, had a dairy
and milk route for many years. He
takes care of the local cemetery and
even today you might find him boil-
ing sap.

EVAPORATORS & SUPPLIES
New & Used

LAMB TUBING & FITTINGS
ORDER EARLY & SAVE
ROGER C. SAGE
4449 SAGE ROAD
WARSAW, N. Y. 14569
Tel: 716-786-5684

GREETINGS
FROM

THE
CHAIRMAN

We could have collected sap in ten-
nis shoes and never gotten our feet wet!

Very little snow all winter and the
driest April on record. (April 86, the
wettest.) We had a better syrup season
than last year, which from reports | get
is not true over most of the maple belt.
Nice rains came and the crops which
were planted earlier than usual are look-
ing good. Our trees leafed out the end
of April, 3 weeks ahead, and it was dif-
ficult to observe the warbler migration
which usually peaks about May 10.

The council delegates voted to accept
Vermont’s offer of  $250.00 seed
money, matched by the NAMC to help
hosting states and provinces get started
on their meetings. The total to be retur-
ned by Dec. 1st of the same year used.

We enjoyed reading the interesting,
busy, diary of the Merle Family in the
Feb/Mar. 87 issue of Farm and Ranch
Living. (Arthur Merle is the NAMC
delegate from New York.) We hope Art
and Florence will find time to plan their
trip to Minnesota in October, in fact we
hope many of you are making plans to
attend the Council meeting.

John Kroll

MAPLE INDUSTRY CONSULTANT

BEAN HILL FOREST SERVICES
FEASIBILITY STUDIES * INVENTORY & GROWTH PROJECTIONS
SUGAR BUSH MANAGEMENT » PRODUCTION METHODS
MARKETING ASSISTANCE

JOHN A. CONDE
FORESTER

(603) 286-3163

R.F.D.#1, BOX 355
NORTHFIELD, NH 03276




" A“CAUSE”
+ . FOR CONCERN
by Lynn Reynolds

I offer you a real “cause” for cc}-
cern. Our maple trees are dying. Maple
decline is evident in the Eastern and
' Midwestern parts of North America. Re-
| ports indicate that atmospheric pollution
' is becoming more of a problem in some
areas of maple syrup regions. Our in-
dustry may be in jeopardy. We need
research to determine the cause’ of
maple decline. And research requires
money.

The maple syrup industry is willing to
raise this money for research. We are
willing to pay our own way. The North
American Maple Syrup Council has
provided a system to raise funds for this
research. Most container companies are
already collecting the 1¢ per maple con-
tainer to be contributed to this research
fund.

Then, What's Wrong?

The wrong is that not all maple con-

Why Not? What can we do about the
situation?

This is what we have to do. We Must:

1) Talk to our maple container dealers to

.. insure that they know we support the
system and are devoted enough to it
to make it work. Tell them we will not
give up and we won't quit.

2) Dealers must talk to their distributors
passing along the vote of confidence
that we the producers are giving to this
fund raising system of your Council.

: 3) Distributors or representatives must

i o deliver the message to the manufac-

I * turers that the monies must be raised.

t ' Monies must be raised now, and the

f industry is demanding their participa-

tion. Remember, this is costing the

% container manufacturers nothing.

Their reward is our future support.

' 4) Wirite letters to all your container man-

- ufacturers letting them know how

6

i

strongly you feel about raising funds
for maple research, how you feel
about your maple trees, how you feel
about the maple syrup industry, and
how important you feel that it is for
them to collect and contribute the 1¢
per maple container to the North
American Maple Syrup Council Re-
search Fund. Overwhelming them
with your letters will let them know just
how much we really care. Congratu-
late and thank those companies partic-
ipating. Urge those that have not yet
committed to do so now.

5) And finally, we must use every oppor-
tunity to promote the raising of re-
search funds by contribution from the
container manufacturers. Let them
know we are concerned. Let them
know we care about our maple trees.
Let them know without research we
may be without maple trees. Let them
know without maple trees we would
not need their containers. Let them
know by all working together we can
produce monies and do the necessary
research. And let them know that if
they participate we will support them
with our container business.

Let us notify the industry and go on
record that we have just begun. To
anyone out there who has developed re-
servations, second-thoughts, or doubts
about this new fund raising system, wipe
them out of their minds. We have not
even started to fight yet. Please join me in
the on-going struggle to eliminate this
“cause for concem”.
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W Can Sizes - One Gallon to % Pint. W Metal Provides Much Longer Shelf Life.
* Proper Capacity for Hot Pack Maple
Syrup.

*NoOx)qenu’Moi.stq’e Vapor Transfer.
Tested and State of Vermont, i
*Deptofw APD":‘:GW *NoCamerCausmngw\thsad.

*Warehouse Stock in Barre, Vermont *Dnn'tSettleforLess-MapleDeservs
Cleveland, Ohia. 1 Best. a

® FOR CANS
® CARTONS,
® SHIPPERS
® STATE LABELS

See Your Dealer or Contact Us MAPLE SUPPLIES COMPANY
e West Second Street (P.0. Bx 895) '
Dealer Inquiries Invited Barre, Vermont 05641

(802) 479-1827




COMMING EVENTS

VERMONT MAPL

The 1987 Vermont Maplerama' will
be held on July 17-18 in Addison
County with registration taking place at
the “Main Event” in Middlebury. Meal
and exhibits, also a speaker, will be at
the above mentioned place. Tours of
the county sugar houses and a chicken
barbecue at our Field Days Fair Groun-
ds are planned.

1987 NEW YORK STATE
.. MAPLETOUR

‘The 1987 New. York State Maple
Tour will be held in Wyoming and Cat-
taraugus Counties which are located in

Western New York on Tuesday and

Wednesday, July 21 and 22.
The Tour will be centered around Ar-
cade, located in southern Wyoming

County. Transportation to Maple Tour '
stops will be supplied with the use of

buses. Tour stops will include several
excellent maple operations which
demonstrate efficient production techni-
ques, good marketing, and sugar bush
management.

For more information please contact:

Mr. Steve Childs, Cooperative Exten-
sion of Wyoming County, Agricultural
Division, 401 Main Street, Warsaw NY
14569 716/786—2251

THE ONTARIO REPORT
by Bill Robinson

The 1987 Maple Season can only be
described as short! The Southwestern,

Waterloo and Algoma areas reported a
crop of 2/3 -:3/4 of normal while the

rest of the Maple producing areas had a«

50% or less. The prices for Canada #1
syrup sold in 4 litre cans in the season
ran from $30 - $40 across the province
with a few producers breaking through
the $40 barrier.

- 8

The Ontario Maple Syrup Producers
summer tour is centered in the Perth area
of Lanark county. The tour is on the 24
and 25 of July, 1987 and sponsored by
the Lapark and District local of the On-
tario Association. The tour starts out at
the Lions Hall at the Fairgrounds in Per-
th. The first stop on the tour is at Brian
and Marion Pauls and family sugar
camp at Watsons Corners with a 9,000
tap operation and a R.Q. Machine. The
second stopis at Charles Temples of
Watsons Corners and featuring a 4500
tap operation and a R.O. machine.
Lunch is at MacDonalds Corners with
the next stop at Vernon and Judy
Wheelers  who have a 4000 tap
operation” that all flows to the sugar
camp and a Woodsaveron the evapora-
tor. Next stop is at Elmer, George and

. Darlene Conoy who have a 4500 tap

operation and a R.O. The Friday night
banquet is-at Farrell Hall in Perth at
7:00 P.M. On Saturday morning the
tour leaves from Lions Hall in Perth with
the first stop at Art .Publow near Perth
with a 325 tap operation on buckets.
Don and Marion Dodds in Middleville
hosts the next stop and they have 2000
taps on tubing. The last stop of the’day
including lunch is at George and Shirley
Deugo at Cedarhill. They have a 6350
tap operation and a Pancake house that
has been operated since 1969. The
Pancake House was started by Shirleys
parents and is called Fultons Pancake
House. It is open from December to
April every year.

Registration for the tour -are
PREREGISTRATION ONLY. Please let
the Committee know if you are coming
and call Marion Paul at (611)259-5276.

The OMSPA Annual Meeting is being
held in Pembrook on September25-26,
1987. The hall is on the main street and
is called Thee Place for more infor-
mation call or write Dave Gardiner,
R.R.#4 Eganville KOJ1TO (613)745-
2049



PENNSYLVANIA
MAPLE TOUR

The Northwestern Pennsylvania Maple
Association will sponsor the State Maple
Tour on Sept. 25 - 26, 1987 with head-
quarters at Riverside Inn, Cambridge
Springs, PA. 16403. Phone 814-398-
4645. You are to make your own reser-
vations for oyernight lodging.

For further information, contact:

Mrs. Florence Running, Sec'y.

RD1, Cambddge Springs PA 16403

Joseph S. Beard

Crawford Co. Extension Office
Room 8, Court House, Meaduville,
PA 16335

Telephone 814-336-1151, Ext 260

MAPLE
HILL
FARMS

e Small Brothers Evapo:alors
* R.O. Machines

“Maple Experts Year round
Tubing -=

Kress Jugs-colors available
Aamb Tubing-Syrup Cans

Glass Bottles and Cream Jars
Bacon and Sugarhill Jugs
Sugar Molds and Steel Drums
Good Used Equnpmenl
Available

L]

Increase production 65% with
the New Piggyback Pan and your
present evaporator-it really works!
Advice and Service on everything
we sell. - Free Catalogs available.
CALLTODAY FOR A LOW PRICE
QUOTE.
‘We buy bulk syrup
top prices paid
immediate payment

Victor E. Putnam Telephone:
Maple Hill Farms 518-234-4858
R.D.#1 or
Cobleskill, NY 12043 518-234-4726

MINNESOTANS
MAKE PLANS TO HOST
NAMC

Minnesota Maple Producers met
May 8, 1987 at the Grand Rapids Saw-
mill Lodge for their annual meeting.
The discussion among committees for
the upcoming NAMSC from 3 - 5:30
P.M. was productive and we have
chosen the “Future of Maple” as a
theme with climatology, fertilization,
concern for maple environment and
economics being some topics worthy of
consideration as technical presen-
tations. A Show & Tell from producers
in attendance and syrup judging contest
were also suggested as part of the
program.

We'll be meeting Oct 22, 23, 24 in
Duluth, Minnesota’s port city on Lake
Superior with it's aevial bridge, giant
lake carriers, foreign ships and connec-
tion of downtown skywalks. Our hotel is
the Radisson, Duluth. Arrangements
have been made to have one meal at

“The Depot”. St. Louis Countys Heri-
tage and Arts Center, with it's 1910
Village and Nationally acclaimed collec-
tion of antique trains.

The meeting broke for a 5:30 dinner
after which the maple contest winners
were announced. Carmen and Bob
Maschler placing first. We adjourned at
9 P.M. and sampled the maple desserts
before leaving for home Our attendan-
ce was forty persons.

Of course you'll be heanng more
from us and we hope many of you are
thinking of coming to Minnesota in Oc-
tober.

BUDDY SYRUP
Convert to marketable grades
by new FDA approved process

For information and prices contact
CLAUDE HILLS, Consultant
Flourtown,'Pa. 19031 -
(215) 233-0132
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LtoR: Gordon and Betty Gowen, Ruth Anne and Ron Slnw

RON SHAW
by Walter Humphreys

Ron Shaw was born and raised on
the farm he now operates. He is the fifth
generation on the farm. Ron worked
with his father for 10 years starting in
1955 and was active in 4H and the On-
tario Junior Farmers Association and
held all the offices of the county associa-
tion.

Ron’s wife, Ruth Anne, was the local
County Dairy Princess when he met
her, They were married in 1964 and
bought the home farm from Ron's
father, Norman, a year later. Norman
built a2 new house in the maple bush on
the next concession.

In 1967 the farm was converted from
dairy to a farrow and finish operation of
90 to 60 sows. All the feed for the hogs
is grown on their own or rented land.
The Shaws have two children, Carol
Ann, 21, who works at a tourist center
and Tom, 18, who helps Ron on the
farm and expects to attend the Univer-
sity of Guelph this fall.

- Ron started at a very young age help-
ing his father operate their 75 acre

~ sugarbush which has been tapped since

1904, At present there are about 6000
taps, all on tubing with vacuum. The
sap is concentrated in a R. O. machine,
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then to a 6 x 10’ oil fired evaporator
and a 3’ x 6/ finishing pan with steam
coils from an oil fired steam boiler.
About 90% of the syrup produced is
sold at the sugar house or used in the 75
seat pancake house, run by Ruth Anne
during March and April and weekends
in the fall.

In 1965 Ron helped organize the On-

tario Maple Syrup Producers Associa-
tion and was elected 2nd vice president.
He served as president from 1970 to
1972 and was a Provincial Director for
20 years. He was president of the Sim-
coe and ' District Maple Producers
Assoc. in 1966 and 1967 and was the
Ontario representative to the .M.S.I.
for it's first five years.
" Ron has been the Ontario delegate to
the North American Maple Syrup
Council since the Province became a
member in 1973 and was the chairman
in 1980-1981.

He has been very active on commit-
tee work for both the Ontario Assocation
and the Council. He was a member of
the Committee for uniform grades for
the U.S.A. and Canada. He chaired the
committee for compulsary grading in
Ontario.

Ron was on the committee that asked
for an Agro-Forester to work for the
Maple Syrup Industry and is still working
with the Province on the acid rain
problem which is a very serious problem



in the sugar maple areas of both coun-
tries.

For the past 20 years, Ron has given
freely of his time for the improvement of
the Maple Syrup Industry and the in-
dustry is in better shape today because
of it.

GORDON GOWEN
by Fred E. Winch, Jr.

Gordon Gowen was brought up to
maple syrup as his area in the Connect-
icut Valley is one of the larger producing
areas in New Hampshire and his family
produced syrup on the hilly parts of the
farm. ‘

After graduating from High School,
like most of his generation, Gordon ser-

ved in the Army of Occupation in Japan. -

He returned to the farm and enrolled at
the College of Agriculture at Cornell,
graduating in 1952 with a B.S. in Dairy
Husbandry, while there he was a varsity
baseball player and was in the Univer-
sity Glee Club. He immediately went in-
to partnership with his father and in
1953 married.

The' partnership prospered and he
purchased Tamarack Farm from his
father in 1957. Besides dairy, maple
was always a vital part of Tamarack
Farm. During the early ‘50's Gordon
put his hand to expanding the sugar-
bush by weeding- and. thinning ad-
ditional acres. These served as demon-
strations of management and growth of
maple in the county. At the same time
he became an -active member of the
New Hampshire Maple Producers
Association and _participated in the
meetings “to learn all there was to
know” about maple, With the growth in
maples resulting from thinning, produc-
tion grew from 2900 taps to a present
4,000. This brought Gordon to need
better gathering methods and he started
using tubing as soon as it was available.
His installations became early demon-
strations and his advocacy of labor effic-
ient -methods adaptable-to New Ham-

pshire hills made a large impact on both
sides of the Connecticut River.

He became deeply involved in the
Association as a Director. His goal was
better grading and ‘marketing. As con-
tainers were a continuing problem for
producers he was instrumental, when
Chairman, .in leading the group to
buying and distributing, at cost, well
made and accurately sized cans. He was
early concerned with grading and grade
nomenclature, not only in New Hamp-
shire but throughout the maple area and
led the fight to institute such grades.

He early became a delegate to the
Triennial Maple Conferences at Phila-
delphia, missing only the first two,
When the need for-a National Maple
Organization was proposed he backed
the formation of the National Maple
Syrup Council as a way to have a united
front on tariffs, grades, research and
equipment.. When sap purchase was
proposed he took on the idea and be-
came a demonstrator of how to do it,
and how to price sap. He is now pur-
chasing sap from more than 700 taps.
With involvement in State and National
maple efforts he became an alternate
director in the Council from 1964, then
Secretary-Treasurer from 1974 to 1980
and did yeoman service there, then
went on to vice chairman 1981 to 83
and Chairman from 1983 through
1985.

Back at the ranch four children
graced the family, two boys and two
girls. Tim, the senior son, went into
partnership with Gordon in 1979. With
Tim on board the partners continued
improving and expanding the bush and
these activities are frequent demonstra-
tion areas. Production of one gallon per
three tapsin the norm, sales from the
farm' sales room keep pushing produc-
tion.

Maple is one crop that excells but
dairy is also a top and efficient produc-
tion item. Milking 40 registered
Holsteins of which many are state pro-
duction leaders (21,000 + lbs of milk) in

11
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514-931-0146

' INTERNATIONAL

MAPLE SYRUP
INSTITUTE

1987 ANNUAL MEETING

September 26, 1987
Pembroke, Ont., Canada .

3rd Conference on

- ACID RAIN AND MAPLE

For more information and
Advance registration

Please contact:
- LMS.. or LM.S.I.
P.O. Box 220 P.O.Box 715
Montreal, Que. Swanton, Vt.
H3Z 2T2 05488
802-868-7244

their age group and one is New England
Leader.

With his energetic character Gordon
is, or has been, involved in farm, civic
and government groups and is a
spokesman for Agriculture and maple.
To name a few there are: Breed
Organizations, D.H.L.A,; Artificial
Breeding groups, Milk Caops, County
Extension; Grange, Farm Bureau,
Town Selectman; Advisory Board to
Commissioner of Agriculture and State
Forestry Boards.

Although he no longer plays baseball
he is coaching a Senior Softball League.

As he says, “I made a living on the
side selling milk, maple syrup, hay and
some breeding stock” all with the help
of Betty his wife. | have been proud to
know Gordon and Betty for more than
25 years.

'S

@ Small Brothers
Lightning Evaporators
® Sap Brother
Reverse Osmosis Machines
® Lamb Natural Flow Tubing
mUS. Magle Tubing
W Tanaka Power Tappers
and Pumps

Maple Syrup - Maple Sugar Candies
Maple Syrup Equipment

LAMOTHE'S SUGAR HOUSE

Rob & [ean Lamothe
Q 89 STONE ROAD, RFD #3
Burlington, CT 06013

203/582-6135

Wembar ol
MSPAC
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