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U.S. MAPLE, Inec.

TUBING e SPOUTS © TEES ¢ Y's e CONNECTORS

SAVE LABOR &
INCREASE EFFICIENCY

with a modern
U.S. Maple Tubing System

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION CALL THE DEALER NEAR YOU

Owner Bascom’s Sugar House—RR 1, Box 138, Alstead. NH03602 ................... 603-835-6361, 835-2230
Owner Troy Firth—1368 Mechanic St.. Spartansburg. PA 16434 ....................... B14-654-7265
Owner Maple Syrup Supplies—PO Box 245, Potterville, MI 48876 .................... 517-645-7305
Owner Mayotte's Maple Products—RD 2, E. Fairfleld, VT 05448 . Cheeieairaesas. . BO2-849-6810
VT Jack Carpenter—168 Osgood Hill Rd., Essex Jct., VT 05452................... BO2-B7B-5996
Francis Carlet—E. Peacham, VT 05862 ...........c.coiviirniriiiianiininnnnns 802-592-3336
Martin Colllins—RFD 3, Pulney, VT 05346 ........... cerearrereeess .. 802-387-5757
Palmer Hunt—Box 304, Rt. 15, Jeffersonville, VT 05464 . cieeiiiieees. .. B02-644-5627
Coombs Maple Products, Inc.—Jacksonville, VT 05342 .. ..................... 802-368-7506
Nate Danforth—US Rte 2, Box 2848, E. Montpelier, VT 05651 ................ B02-229-9536
Hilton Foote—Cornwall Cider Mill Rd.. Middlebury, VT 05763 . ................ B02-462-2472
Raymond Klnnn;a HC Box 230, E. Berkshire, VT 05443 _..................... 802-933-4627
Andy Messier X 37, Hardwick, VT 05843 ...........oc0iviiiiiiiiiinanns 802-472-5973
Bill Moore—Morgan. VT 05853 .. ... ...oouiiiiiiiiiiiianainiiianiennennnnanns 802-895-2764
Peter Purington—RD 1, Box 1800, Richmond, VT 05477 ...................... 802-434-4385

Gary Rapanotti—PO Box 828, Springfield, VT 05156. . . B02-885-3376

NH David Fuller—13 Water St., Lancaster, NHO03584 ............................. 603-788-2719
Bill Nichols—Nichols Hardware, Lyme, NHO3768 ............................ 603-795-2214
Richard Moore—Sunnyside Maples. RD 8. Concord, NH03301. ............... 603-267-8217
Merrimack Farm & Country Store—Main St., Bradford, NH 03221 . ............ 603-938-2211
Frank Owen—Colebrook, NHO3576 ... ...........ccoiuiinininiiiiinannnnn. 603-237-4432

MA  Jel! Mason—Red Bucket Sugar House, Kinne Brook Rd .

Worthinglon, MADTOBB . .........cccvviunnrnnrrnnnrerseasssriness ceesee.. 413-238-7T7T10
Will Shattuck—Devon Lane Farm, Belchertown, Ma 01007 .................... 413-323-6607

CT Louis Berecz—41 Washington Rd . Woodbury, CT 06798 . civeese.... 203-263-3996
Lamothe's Sugar House—89 Stone Rd . Burlington, CT 06013 Ceiiii.... 203-5B82-6135

ME  Smith's Maple Products—36 Middle St., Skowhegan, ME 04976 ............... 207-474-3380
Raymond Titcomb—Maine Maple Products, Farmington, ME 04938 . ... ... 207-778-3803

NY Warren Allen—RD Box 254, Castorland. NY 13620 ........................... 315-346-6706
David Baitscholts—Box 107, Rensselaerville, NY 12147 .. ... .. ... ........ ... 518-797-3402
Frank Brodie—County R1. 34, Westford, NY 13488 . . . .. ciiini.... BOT-264-3225
The Davenports—228A Brink Rd., Van Etten, NY 148990 . .. 607-589-6626

T.B Hobbs & Son—Ellenburg Center, NY 12834 .

Jelf Howe—RD 2, Fi. Ann, NY 12827 ...............

Randy Galusha—Charles Olds Road. Athol, NY 12810 ... ... .. |

David Nascimbeni—Glen Durham Sugar House, Cairo. NY 12413 .

Victor Putnam—RD 1, Cobleskill, NY 12043 .

Randy Sprague—51 Maple Ave.. Portville, NY 14770 .

Todd's Sugarhouse—Rt. 1, Box 470, Norwood, NY 13668
PA Dale Jeltrey—W. Salisbury, PA 15565 . T
MI Dodd's Sugarshack—1654 Dodd Rd.. Nllel M 49120,

Eim River Sugarbush—Ted Johnson, Rt 1, Box 104, Toivola. Mi 49965 .
OH David Stump—New Washington, OH 44854

.. 518-594-3869

... 518-634-5317

... 518-623-2272, or 9425
. 518-622-6978

518-234-4726. 234-4858

. 716-933-6637

.. 315-353-2808

.. B14-662-2904

.. 616-683-3283

.. 906-288-3434

. 419-492-2731

Wi Jelt Nordby—Prairie Farm, WI 54762 ............. .. 715-455.-1529
Polak's Sugar Bush—R1. 2, Merrill, WI 54425 . . .. pislms covo. 715-536-7251
VA Ivan Pultenbarger—Star Rt B. Box 70, Blue Grass. VA 24413 eieeve.... 703-474-2TT1

OWNED AND OPERATED BY SUGARMAKERS WITH EXTENSIVE
TUBING EXPERIENCE. CONCERNED ABOUT QUALITY AND SERVICE
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* Can Sizes — One Gallon to 4.75 oz. * Metal Provides Much Longer Sheif Life.

| gyr:‘%er Capacity for Hot Pack Maple *NDO n o Moisture Vapor Transfer.
*Tested and Approved by State of Vermont. Wlp No Cancer Causing Compounds Used ® FOR CANS
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EDITORIAL

Sugar season is fast approaching.
Even with the large surplus in
Quebec, we are all hoping for a
good season. The retail price of
syrup is starting to drop. A lot of
small producers seem to think the
large surplus has nothing to do
with them. Well ... think againl
The surplus affects all of us.

This is the issue for you to look
at the expiration date on your
label. It is to the right of your
name. If your subscription is not
covered by association dues and
the expiration date on your label is
2/90 — this is the last issue you

will receive. You have been getting
the Digest for a year past your ex-
piration date. If your expiration
date is 2/91 — its time for your
renewal. We do our best to keep
the expiration dates current but -
mistakes do happen. If you believe
yours is wrong, please let me know
immediately.

A “thank you" to all the people
who contributed material to this
issue, and profitable sugaring to us
alll

Editor

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

P.O. BOX 1408
BROCKVILLE, ONTARIO, CANADA K6V 5Y6

¢ Our company is a major Canadian processor and packer

of pure maple syrup.

e We are conveniently located in eastern Ontario and are
interested in purchasing bulk syrup, particularly in New

York State and Ontario.

Please Contact us at:
Telephone (613)345-4155

Fax (613)345-6020

.................................
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The Best Hired Hand You’ll Ever Have.

Three Solid Applicants From Coster Maple Sap Concentrators

o They work continuously, day and night « They require little
supervision « They drink a lot but work steadily « Plenty of references
« More than a decade of experience.

Coster reverse osmosis maple sap concentrators are designed and
manufactured to be durable and trouble-free. You'll find them easy to
operate, expand and clean. Your sap product will be better and you'll
save money with a Coster!

Call the nearest of these distributors for the name and telephone of
your Coster dedler.

Reynolds Schambach’s
Sugar Bush, Inc. Maple Syrup
Route 1 Equipment & Supplies
Aniwa, WI 54408 7288 Hayes Hollow Road
(715) 449-2057 West Falls, N.Y. 14170
(715) 449-2536 (716) 652-8189

(716) 652-8220

Coster Engineering « Airport Road « Mankato, MN 56002 « (507) 625-6621




GREETINGS
FROM .
THE

PRESIDENT

Well, here it is 1991 already and
just about sugaring time again.
Most of us expect, of course, this
will be the proverbial “Good Year”
we've been looking for. While we
can certainly find some doom and
gloom out there with still larger
surpluses in Canada, a slowing
economy and rising fuel prices, |
would like to think with good plan-
ning and careful attention, there
could also be some silver linings as
well.

One thing we need to be aware
of is the growing trend to and de-
mand for “organically” produced
foods, including maple. While most
of us feel good with the thought
that maple is just about the purest
food on earth, there are those at
this moment writing there own
rules, as to what they deem should
be an organic maple product.

As an industry we should be
aware of, and concerned about,
how this may develop. At first
thought it sounds like a great new
selling tool. However, the program-
ing needs to be very carefully done.
The worst a poor or hasty organic
certification program could bring is
a situation of a maple industry
with two kinds of maple syrup.
Good syrup and bad syrup.

In developing organic regulations
it will be very important that they
are carefully done and are factual
in their content. That they are uni-
form, ideally at national levels, and

basically the same from state to
state and province to province.
Great care needs to be taken that
what becomes “organic” is not ex-
ploited as has already been the case
by some companies. A standard, re-
alistic certification and monitoring
program would be necessary. It's
time has come, but it should come
very carefully.

| have also been informed that
some national consumer interest
groups will be taking a closer 100k
at our product over the next year.

The bottom line is — “We say it’s
the best” — Let’s be sure it is; al-
ways aware of our customers con-
cern for every food product they
buy and the package that it is in.

Keep your eyes and ears open to
public opinion. In the mean time
have a good sugaring in 1991.

Sincerely,
Bill Clark, President

EVAPORATORS & SUPPLIES
New & Used
LAMB TUBING & FITTINGS
ORDER EARLY & SAVE

ROGER C. SAGE
4449 SAGE ROAD
WARSAW. N. Y. 14569
Tel: 716-786-5684

NATURAL & L.P.
:__? GAS BURNERS
(, T — ’m.).,

—

ELMER WINTER
11171 Sission Highway, Route 75
North Collins, NY 14111
716-337-3937 716-337-3682




r SINCE 1890
HIMﬂl ALL AMERICAN

DURABILITY BY DESIGN
4;:5 FASTER BOILING TIME ‘@
7% more flue area than 7 inch deep flues.
LONGER ARCH LIFE \
e

4 Iinch u channel reinforcement over 3 feet, T e

prevents spreading. I @
<> STRONGER SEAMS /;,,-m e \ )
@ nl:_?hrnmg\ @

Double lock seam on pan corners.

SMOOTH S %
REINFORCED CORNERS ' TR N

Knuckle reinforcements used on all pan
corners.

i
\ 0
42 sTRONGERPANS C i
Side wall reinforcement on pans 4 feet and v
longer.

COMPARE BEFORE YOU BUY

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF
SUGARMAKING EQUIPMENT AND
SUPPLIES

FILL-STOP™

ADJUSTABLE PROBE FILLS CON-
TAINERS TO DESIRED LEVEL AND
SHUTS OFF AUTOMATICALLY.
RUNS ON 12 VOLT BATTERY.
(BATTERY NOT INCLUDED.)
AVAILABLEIN 1 OR 2 VALVE UNITS.

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND PRICES.

P.O.Box 130 G.H. GRIMM - DIVISION OF Phone (802) 775-5411
Rutland, VT 05701 LEADER EVAPORATOR CO, INC.




[€ GUEST EDITORIAL t’]
By Lloyd Sipple

There is a tremendous surplus of
maple syrup in Canada at the pre-
sent time. A Canadian government
subsidy on the cost of some pro-
duction equipment a few years ago
greatly increased the number of
taps, especially in Quebec. This and
bumper crops the past three years
are the main contributing factors.
Now the Canadian government has
started a “syrup bank.” They're
buying up the surplus and storing
it to keep the price from falling
below production costs. This
sounds like the way the good old
U.S.A. is miss-handling the milk,
corn and small grain crops, to name
just a few, in this country.

Maple syrup is probably the
healthiest of any farm crop in the
United States, mainly because
there has never been any govern-
ment intervention. There has
never been any production quotas.
subsidies or payments to not pro-
duce syrup. This is one of the rea-
sons | like the maple industry.

The present surplus is all Cana-
dian, but since a big percentage of
Canadian Syrup is sold in the U.S.,
we'll be expected to help dispose of
it. We've had surpluses before and
always worked our way out of
them. | think we’ll lick this one,
too, as long as the government
stays out of it. Our producers will
just have to start retailing syrup
again instead of unloading it in
drums. The days of high bulk prices
are over.

New York State producers have a
new grade to work with this year,
if any syrup is made that will qual-
ify. It will be called “Extra Dark for

Cooking.” The color is darker than
Dark Amber, same as the old U.S.
Grade B, but it must have a good,
characteristic maple flavor, be free
of all off flavors (none of that
“high acid" stuff that was so prev-
alent last year) and must qualify
for density, clarity, etc., the same
as the other three grades. Actually,
it's the same grade of dark syrup
that could be sold before in gallons
but can now be sold in any size
down to and including pints. Just
be sure it is prominently labeled
“Extra Dark for Cooking."”

This should help move some of
the dark syrup that only brought
70 cents a pound in the drum last
year. This grade change has been in
effect in Vermont since last Janu-
ary and | understand it is working
very well.

The New York State Maple Pro-
ducers Association has been work-
ing on this grade change with the
Department of Agriculture and
Markets for over 2 years. It was
finally approved by the Commis-
sioner this past October. It could
never have been accomplished by a
few individuals and shows why as-
sociations are so important.

Almost every maple syrup pro-
ducing state has a maple producer
association. All of them have about
the same goals — to make things
better for their members. Associa-
tions can handle most problems
confronting the maple industry
much better than individuals.

This is why it is so important for
every maple producer, no matter
how large of small, to join their
local or state association.



YOUR AMERICAN

MAPLE MUSEUM
by Fred Schneider

October 7, saw the end of the
1990 summer season at the Ameri-
can Maple Museum. On that Sun-
day, well over 100 visitors toured
the exhibits as part of the Lewis
County Fall Foliage Drive-it-Your-
self tour. Apple cider, doughnuts
and coffee were available in the
Museum dining room.

This was a busy season with visi-
tors from Arizona to Virginia and
from Canada, Germany, England
and Australia stopping in to look at
the displays. The gift shop had an
outstanding year with the sale of
maple products and souvenirs. The
gift shop brings in enough money
to pay a part time guide.

While this is The American Maple
Museum and houses the Maple Hall
of Fame, which recognizes the
leaders of the North American ma-
ple industry, the New York State
Maple Producers Assaciation is the
only one that contributes funds for

_ its operation.

The County of Lewis provides a
small annual contribution that is
greatly appreciated, but it is
through the efforts of the member
volunteers that this edifice is able
to continue to exist.

In the past, efforts have been
made to encourage other state ma-
ple associations to do as New York
does. That is, designate one dollar
of their membership dues for the
Museum. As past efforts have met
with negative results | would like
to suggest that this be considered
again.

While we are not in danger of

10

having to close the doors, there are
things that could be done if more
funds were available. But we are
not going to sit around and worry
about it and plans for the winter
are to paper and paint the dining
room.

We are fortunate to have some
volunteers who are retired and are
very interested in the maple indus-
try. These people spend a lot of
their time and energy on the im-
provement projects as it is not fi-
nancially possible to hire the work
done. Without their efforts, your
American Maple Museum would
not be as interesting and well
maintained as it is.

We missed Lloyd and Mary Lou
Sipple at last Mays' reopening fes-
tivities and hope they will be able
to join us in the spring. We all wish
them a happy retirement. Their ac-
tive participation in the maple in-
dustry will be missed.

SCHOHARIE COUNTY
MAPLE FESTIVAL

Jefferson, New York will once
again play host to the 26th annual
Schoharie County Maple Festival
May 11th and 12th. The two-day
event is full of attractions for the
producer and non-producer alike.
Highlights include equipment dis-
plays, products, crafts, pancake
breakfasts, barbecues, horse-
drawn wagon rides, bands, a
parade and the crowning of the
Schoharie County Maple Queen.
Come join the funl May 11th and
12th, rain or shine. For more infor-
mation contact: Dawn Snyder (607)
652-7473.



Tubing

DISTRIBUTED BY

Mapie Ennerts

MAPLE

TUBING
SYSTEM

—

More sap flow
Easier to clean

SMALL BROTHERS
7/16 5/16 STANDARD 5/16 RIBBED
SUPER ROUND TUBING HEAVY TUBING
FLOW TUBING

; Available In: Available In:

AL . o TRANSLUCENT | ¢ TRANSLUCENT
Available In NATURAL NATURAL
FOREST GREEN FOREST GREEN FOREST GREEN
WITH BLACK o EXPERT BLUE o EXPERT BLUE
STRIPE

GUARANTEED AGAINST MANUFACTURER'S DEFECTS

BLACK MAINLINE WITH
WHITE EXTERIOR

e Durability of Black Mainline

e Heat Reflection of White

e[ @ss Bacterial Spoilage
eBlack Stripe for quick thawing
eSame price as black

5/16" QUICK LOCK

e A fast disconnect fitting for

easy mid & post season clean-up.

VACUUM TIGHT FITTINGS
THAT ARE COMPATIBLE
WITH OTHER BRANDS

e Spouts are tapered
with a side clip for .
ease in rolling up
your lines.

e Tees feature a long

spout plug for a

secure fit and a

nail hole.

e Ultra sharp fitting
ribs are properly
spaced for a super
grip.

SMALL BROTHERS U.S.A., ING.

ROUTE 78 EAST, P.O. BOX 714, SWANTON, VT 05488

802/868-3188
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OHIO MAPLE
PRODUCERS

FALL TOUR
by Tom Hoffman

Sunny skies and 70 degree tem-
peratures greeted the 103 people
who met at Camp Lazarus, south
of Delaware, for the 4th annual Fall
Tour and Annual Banquet of the
Ohio Maple Producer’s Association.
The weekend began Friday, No-
vember 2, with registration at
Camp Lazarus, where equipment
manufacturers had all their latest
products on display.

In the afternoon, we were
treated to a tour of the USDA Labo-
ratories arranged tours showing
the research being conducted in
various areas including: Growth,
Yield, and Value Development of
Forest Types in the Northeastern
United States; Effects of Atmo-
spheric Deposition on Forests and
Trees in the Eastern United States,
including ozone, sulfur dioxide
(acid rain) and aluminum; and Ap-
plications of Biotechnology in For-
est Pest Management (gypsy moth
and the fungi that cause Dutch elm
disease, oak wilt, Verticillium wilt
and chestnut blight).

Later that afternoon, Charles
Adams, Ranger at Boy Scout Camp
Lazarus, showed their facilities and
explained their sugaring operation.
Each spring they host a Maple
Syrup Festival for educating the
public on the history and present
techniques of syrup production.
During the weekends of the festi-
val they will have several thousand
people come through their camp.
The program includes a Maple His-

12

tory Trail which shows the various
methods used for gathering sap,
from those used by the Indians,
through metal buckets, to modern
day tubing systems. The sap is
boiled down on a 2'/z x 8 wood
fired evaporator which is set up in
a new sugarhouse for easy viewing
by the public.

That evening, the Annual Ban-
quet was held in the Dining Hall at
Camp Lazarus. Beautiful hard ma-
ple cutting boards in the shape of a
maple tree were given out as fa-
vors to all attendees. After the
steak dinner, we heard reports
from Ture Johnson on the North
American Maple Syrup Council, and
Paul Richards on the International
Maple Syrup Institute, which held"
their meetings in Batavia, New
York in October.

The Director's reports followed,
with a definite void being felt as
Association  President  Gordon
Feindel was unable to attend due
to pending open heart surgery. We
are glad to pass along the word to
Gordon's many friends in the maple
industry that, after triple bypass
surgery, he is now at home recu-
perating and itching to make syrup
this spring. Bill Brown's Trea-
surer's report showed the Associa-
tion to be in sound fiscal shape and
Secretary Les Ober reported that
the Association's membership has
grown to 195 in just four years.

Election of District Directors was
held with David Fruth of Carey
Joining Gordon Feindel of Bascom
and Paul Snavely of Republic in Dis-
trict One. Bob Roemer of Oxford
was re-elected and continues to
represent District Two along with

Joe Dill of Urbana. District Three
»



had no elections and will continue
being represented by Bill Brown
and Eric Dilts, both of Frederick-
town. District Four finds Gail
Rickey of Waverly being elected to
serve with Peter Woyer of New
Marshfield. Both Ture Johnson of
Burton and Les Ober of Newbury
were elected to join Hilton Farley
of Middlefield and Paul Richards of
Chardon in District Five.

With the business meeting out
of the way, we were entertained
by Dr. Ed Bowlus. Many farmers in
the area have seen Dr. Bowlus per-
form magic when there has been a
difficult delivery of a calf but his
slight of hand and wit were a dif-
ferent form of magic and a fine
way to end the evening.

Saturday morning began with a
pancake and sausage breakfast, af-
ter which we boarded two buses
for a tour of area sugaring opera-
tion. The first stop was at Bon-
homie Acres, a dairy farm run by
Bill Brown and his two sons, Dan
and Kelly. They milk 96 Holstein
and have a 2000 tap sugarbush
which has been in continuous oper-
ation for over 100 years. They use
buckets and tubing and boil on a 5
x 14 woodfired evaporator with a
new piggy-back pan. This stop also
included a trip to an area of the
woods where thinning is being car-
ried out. While enroute to the
woods we went by an area that the
Brown'’s have planted with “super-
sweet” seedlings. These were de-
veloped at the Ohio Agricultural Ex-
periment Station at Wooster. They
will produce sap with over 4%
sugar content when they reach
tapping size. Randy Heiligmann,
State Extension Specialist in For-

estry, School of Natural Resources,
the Ohio State University, spoke on
proper thinning methods and
showed examples of what type of
tree to remove and what to keep
for optimum future use in sap pro-
duction. He emphasized that we
are apt to spend much time and
money improving our methods for
gathering and processing maple
sap into syrup while neglecting
proper management of the trees
that produce that sap for us.

The next stop was Double D
Farms, run by Eric and Glenn Dilts.
In addition to grain and livestock,
they have a 1200 tap sugarbush
which is on tubing and buckets.
Boiling is carried out ona 5 x 13 rig
burning 12 GPH of new fuel oil and
5 GPH of used oil, which is basically
a free source of fuel. In order to
take care of any customers sweet
tooth, they also produce honey and
sorghum.

We then went to Wade's Farm
where Fred produces vegetables
and berries in addition to an 800
tap sugarbush. It won’t be long un-
til Fred has many more taps, as he
has over 15 acres of young trees he
transplanted from his woods.
Many of these are now 12-15 feet
high. Boiling is on a 4 x 12 wood
fired evaporator.

Our final stop was not a maple
operation at all, but a greenhouse
on the farm of Dennis and Mary
Ellen Hazen. They raise 800 tomato
plants hydroponically. Dennis ex-
plained the unusual circumstances
he must contend with while grow-
ing tomatoes year 'round without
soil. It was a real sight to see these
lush plants, many of which had
grown to 18 feet in length.
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CONNECTICUT NEWS
by Paul M. Williams

The Maple Syrup Producers Asso-
ciation of Connecticut, Inc.
(MSPAC, Inc.) held their 14th an-
nual meeting, November 10th,
1990.

The morning session consisted of
illustrated talks on Early Tapping,
Fertilizing Maple Trees, & The Ef-
fects of Over Tapping and Tree
Stress. The presentations were
conducted by Sumner H. Williams,
of The University of Vermont,
Proctor Maple Research Center.

The afternoon session consisted
of the Election of Officers and Di-
rectors for the 1990-1991 term.

A plaque and certificate of Life
Membership were presented to
Elmer and Mary Kress, and Elmer
Sinclare. Also accorded Life Mem-
bership in the Maple Syrup Pro-
ducers Association of Connecticut
Inc. were Hugh Brown and Darrell
Russ. Hugh was the association's
first Vice President and provided
type setting for the Drop In the
Bucket Newsletter. Darrell served
as President and a Western Region
Director.

The Association would like to
thank Darrell for his contribution
as Field Editor to the Maple Syrup
Digest.

TAPPERS - CHAINSAW
ATTACHMENTS
18 years experience Chain driven tapper
will fit any chainsaw - works like a charm
- half the cost, twice the value. Must have
make & model and chain pitch. $95.00.

Call: NELSON MAINE
138 Western Ave.
Henniker, NH 03242
(603) 428-7284

Maple Season’s
fast approaching
& John’s ready
to deal —
it's not too
early to think

— SPRING —

Representing:
G.H. GRIMM
SMALL BROS.
US MAPLE
SUGARHILL
& others

BULK SYRUP
We buy & sell

607-656-4058

Hours: Daily9-5
except SUNDAY

Smada Farms Inc.
Rt. 41 North
HC 75 Box 945
Greene, NY 13778
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Home of the Famous Cabin Can

O We have the BEST O All cans in stock

PRICES! year-round.
£ O No lead in side
%9,0 %, seams.
)
o O
q"huv\&

75 Jonergin Drive
Swanton, VT 05488

802/868-3171




CORNELL'S
JOHN KELLEY,
WEARS MANY HATS

When John W. Kelley isn't teach-
ing forest management to Cornell
University undergraduates or di-
recting sugar-maple research at
Lake Placid or the Arnot Forest,
he's probably out promoting the
restoration of the American chest-
nut tree.

As Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion’s recently appointed New York
state extension forester, Kelley
adds one more hat to many worn in
a long career dedicated to forest
science. He replaces James Lassoie,
who had held the position since
1976.

Targeting New York's 500,000
non-industrial, private owners of
woodlands, Kelley's extension edu-
cation program includes teaching
them how to selectively thin a for-
est to improve the quality of the
remaining trees, and when and
how to harvest the mature trees in
order to provide a continual yield of
forest products.

Over 61 percent of New York
State’s land area is covered by for-
est, 94 percent of that privately
owned. Forest cover was reduced
to under 25 percent by 1900, after
all the original forests had been
cleared for settlement. The steady
increase since then is the result of
new growth after abandonment of
agricultural lands.

Kelley, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources within
Cornell's College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences, is director of the Ar-
not Forest, Cornell's 4,000-acre
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teaching and research area just
south of Cayuga Lake. He is also
director of the Uihlein Sugar Maple
Research-Extension Field Station at
Lake Placid.

From 1975 to 1985 he was the
cooperative extension leader for
the Department of Natural Re-
sources, overseeing an era of ex-
pansion in all areas of education
and outreach, with special em-
phasis on wildlife and youth educa-
tion. He is also a hunter and a com-
mercial pilot and produces timber,
fuel wood, Christmas trees and
maple syrup from his own 35-acre
woodlot.

Established in 1889, Cornell's
was the first four-year college of
forestry in the nation. Fiscal prob-
lems led to its closing in 1903, but
in 1911 forestry education re-
emerged along with extension and
outreach programs within a new
Department of Forestry. Today
four faculty members in the Natu-
ral Resources Department special-
ize in forest science and manage-
ment, and the study of various
aspects of forestry takes place in
conjunction with other Cornell de-
partments such as entomology.
plant pathology and ecology and
systematics.

Wi, il

A Great Maple Gift!
"THE MAPLE
SUGARING STORY"
**AWARD WINNING**
28 Min. VIDEO $29.95 Ppd.

90 Pg. GUIDE $4.50
residents gd nsm




Our Distinctive Shape
in Bennington Gray and Almond...

Now in 6 Sizes
Call KATE (413) 665-8102
RUSS (413) 625-2866

__““The Plastic Bottle People’” —
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BICENTENNIAL EVENTS

PLANNED
By Ray Foulds

Since Vermont celebrates its Bi-
centennial as the 14th State during
1991 the various maple organiza-
tions are planning events which
will commemorate this during the
year. At a meeting of the Maple
History Committee, a subcommit-
tee of the Vermont Maple Industry
Council, which met at UVM in Bur-
lington on December 14, plans
were begun to cooperate with the
University in putting on a sugar-on-
snow party in the Spring. Involved
would be UVM President George
Davis, Agriculture Dean Don
McLean, and members of the Com-
mittee. Tree tapping and other
events would be scheduled.

A second maple event for the Bi-
centennial would be scheduled for
the central part of the State (in
Fair Haven), with the Rutland
County Maple Producers Associa-
tion making most of the arrange-
ments with the help of the Vt. Ma-
ple Promotion Board. Events here
will include tree tapping, work by
oxen, horse drawing, a visit to a
sugar house, and speakers. The
Governor may tap a tree dressed as
Thomas Chittenden (the first Ver-
mont Governor). Stuart Hall, for-
merly of WCAX-TV, may speak. A
brochure will be handed out.

Essay Contests

As essay contest (Maple History)
held by the Maple History Commit-
tee late in 1990 resulted in several
entries and a $500 cash award
made to the winner at the Ver-
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mont Farm Show in 1991. The win-
ning essay pointed out Indian ori-
gins of syrup making, and an
indication that early syrup was
light in density and not made into
sugar. The Committee may run a
second contest during 1991.

Histories of some maple organi-
zations in Vermont have already
been completed, such as that for
American Maple Products Corpora-
tion of Newport. Fred Taylor is pre-
paring one for the Vermont Maple
Sugar Makers Association. The His-
tory Committee urges other people
or organizations to submit their
histories to the Committee, so that
they can become part of the Bicen-
tennial maple records. Copies will
be filed in the maple archives sec-
tion of the UVM library.

® Small Brothers
Lightning Evaporators
and Equipment

8 Tubing—US Maple/
Maple Expertsfl..amb

® Containers—Sugarhill/
Leade{ & Bacon/Kress/Metal
G.H. Grimm & Glass
8 Tanaka Pmnpi &
Builk Syrup Power Tappe
for sale - Fol thyhne Tanhs for

ring and storage
L] ew & Used Maple
Equipment for sale
® Norse Skidding Winches
WE HAVE THE LARGEST INVENTORY
IN CONNECTICUT
—always trying to serve you better—
ROB & |EAN LAMOTHE
89 STONE ROAD, RFD #3
O Burlington, CT 06013
203/582-6135

Thanks for your patronage

Member of
MSPAC




“BNSMANN 5

Hansmann’s Mills manufactures five varieties of Pancake Mixes
which are wholesome and delicious. We use only the finest
ingredients. No additives, no preservatives.

These Pancake Mixes are packed in attractive bags in one pound

and two pound sizes.

Perfect to supplement your Maple Syrup Sales or include in your
gift packages.

Hansmann's Old Fashioned Pancake Mix, Buttermilk Pancake
Mix, Buckwheat Pancake Mix and Whole Wheat Pancake Mix
are available in 1 pound and 2 pound size bags.

Hansmann's Corn Pancake Mix is available in 1 pound size
only.

HANSMANN'S MILLS, INC.
P.O. Box 280
Bainbridge, N.Y. 13733 Phone 607-967-5080

|
|

r _/4merican malo/e /Qroa/ucfd

Newport, Vermont 05855

® produces maple syrup.

Buys bulk Maple Syrup from other producers.

packs Pure Maple Syrup,

makes Maple Candies, Maple Sugar and Maple Butter,
wholesales these products to the retailer

and supplies leading food manufacturers with Bulk Maple Syrup
or Maple Sugar

CAN WE HELP YOU WITH YOUR MAPLE REQUIREMENTS?

TEL: 802-334-6516

— — — ———
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With the tremendous surplus of
maple syrup in Canada, everyone
needs to do a better job of selling
it, Here are a few suggestions to
help the beginners and possibly
some of the “old timers™ too.

First, you need to put up a sign
to let people know you have syrup
to sell. Trying to do business with-
out a sign is like kissing your girl in
the dark — you know what you're
doing but no one else does.

If you live on a side road, you
probably need two signs — one at
your place of business and one
down on the main road where you
turn off. This one should not only
tell how to find your place but also
how far it is. Customers will drive
several miles to buy good syrup but
they like to know how far they
must go. And don't try to make the
signs too fancy. Just plain, easily
read letters, and the fewest words
you can use is best. At 50 m.p.h.
the average motorist can only read
about 6 words with letters 10
inches high.

When they get to your house you
should tell them where to go. Most
all farm houses have about 4 doors,
so signs telling where the syrup is
sold is a must. And don't expect
customers to walk a quarter mile
back in the woods to the sap house
or even up a muddy path to your
house. Make the visit pleasant or
they won't come back.

Keep your place cleaned up. Ev-
ery farm needs a junk pile but at
least keep it out of sight. Junk, old
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machinery and other debris laying
around may not hurt the quality of
your products but if you don't
think enough of the looks of your
place to keep it neat, the cus-
tomers won't like it either. A few
pairs of barn boots on your back
porch may be necessary to you but
they sure turn off a customer.

When you finally get the cus-
tomer to your sales room you bet-
ter have something to sell. I'm
speaking more about quality than
quantity. Selling a poor product
will put you out of business in a
hurry. The customers just won't
come back. It also hurts the maple
business for everyone. Buddy or
“high acid” syrup, for instance,
could make a new customer think
all syrup tastes that way and they
don't like it. And don't trust your
own taste. Some folk's taster says
it's all good. Better have someone
else try it too.

Stocking several sized containers
is also important. Few people buy
syrup in gallons now-days. The
most popular size at the farm now
could very well be the quart. It's
not too expensive but handy to
store and handle. At least stock
sizes down to pints, and 12 oz.,
half pints or even smaller make
nice gifts for Grandma.

If you want to Keep regular
hours, the hours should be conspic-
uously posted. and you must have
someone there when you're open.
If you are only open part of the
time, say so on the road signs.



-

Remember what | said about
barn boots? Appearance is very im-
portant. If a man insists on wea-
ring a beard, it should be neatly
trimmed and shouldn't show signs
of tobacco juice or yesterdays
gravy. Coveralls shouldn’t look like
you just cleaned the barn. Women
are usually neater than men but a
clean apron always looks nice.

Be sure your products are legal
and properly labeled, especially if

you're in a state that requires grad-
ing. Your next customer could be
an inspector.

Pricing of the product is impor-
tant. A higher price usually means
a product is of better quality and
worth more. The lowest price in
your area could mean something’s
wrong with it. After all, if you
don't think your product is worth
very much, why should the cus-
tomer?

MAPLE DIGEST DEADLINES

JUNE 55 & o0 6« v

DECEMBER ..
FEBRUARY ......

OCTOBER ..........

T May 1, 1991
. .September 1, 1991

vee......November 1, 1991

.. January 1, 1992

e e S e R O R 3 S|

1DE '
RECREATION INC.

DeRuyter, N. Y. 13052

* Storage & Gathering Tanks

» Sap Buckets, Covers
+ Lamb Tubing & Fittings
* Gas Tree Tappers
* Metal Decorated Syrup Cans

Check with us for your used equip-
ment needs. Now have good supply
of used tanks, tubing, buckets & cov-
ers. Write for free catalog

% Sugarhill Plastic Jugs
« Bits, Filters, Spouts
« Rubber Candy Molds
* Leader- King Evaporators
% Maple Cream Tubs

Open
daily
8:00- 5:00
Phone: 315-852-3326

and 315-852-3327

s e S e N R s RN
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YOUR AMERICAN
MAPLE MUSEUM
By Fred Schneider

It seems like May is a long way
off when this is being written in
December, but time has a way of
moving quickly. Saturday, May 11,
is the date of the American Maple
Festival and season reopening of
the Museum. We expect to see
many of you on that date and it is
always good to meet the old
friends we see only once each year.

At this point in time a firm
schedule has yet to be established
but those of you who plan to at-
tend can rest assured that the pan-
cake breakfast will be served from
7:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. At 11:00
a.m. the Maple Hall of Fame cere-
monies will get underway.

Candidates for this honor are se-
lected by the North American Ma-
ple Syrup Council at the annual
meeting and we look forward to
this opportunity to participate in
the awarding of this; the highest
honor afforded by the North Amer-
ican Maple Industry.

Also included in the mornings
program is the selection of a young
lady to represent the New York
State maple industry. Miss Barbara
Bray, chairperson of the New York
State Maple Queen pageant, says,
“the topic for the 2 to 3 minute
presentation this year will be, Ma-
jor Concerns Affecting the Maple In-
dustry. Candidates must be be-
tween 16 and 21 years old, be from
a maple producing family or have
spent at least 20 hours working in
a sugar bush and will be judged on
appearance, poise and knowledge
of maple.”

Associations wishing to sponsor
a young lady for this contest
should contact Miss Bray at (315)
839-5527 for entry forms and in-
formation.

At the December meeting the Di-
rectors discussed the development
of a maple library. We realize there
have been volumes written on the
subject over the years and each
year we get many inquiries for in-
formation about maple syrup mak-
ing.

Such a library would be for re-
search and available to anyone
with an interest. At this time
funds do not permit us to step out
and buy the books. So — we are in
the market for contributions. Not
necessarily money, but if you have
maple related books that you
would like to donate to the forma-
tion of such a library we will move
forward. And if you have sugges-
tions for books, we would like to
hear them.

For those who plan to attend the
annual festival and need to stay
over, lodging may be reserved at
the Ridge View Motor Lodge,
376-2252; Country Bob's, 376-
2931; or the Le Hav Motel,
376-2721. All are located in or near
Lowville, 10 miles from Croghan
and the area code is (315).

If you plan to arrive Friday eve-
ning, stop at the Museum after
checking into your room. We will
be finishing preparations for the
festivities and will be glad to talk
about the Museum and show you
around.

For information call (315) 376-
3356 or 346-6060.



t's worth it.

% To Stop By Bascom’s...

We have an incredibly large inventory to choose from right
here at the Sugar House showroom. And although we are a
little off the beaten path you won't be disappointed that you

took the time to stop by.

Just look what's in stock...

LEADER, GRIMM, SMALL BROTHERS

* EVAPORATORS * GATHERING & STORAGE

TANKS o FILTERING EQUIPMENT ¢ ACCESSORIES * US
MAPLE TUBING ® BUCKETS ® SUGARHILL JUGS ¢ SYRUP
CANS & GLASS BOTTLES ¢ DRUMS » REVERSE OSMOSIS—
OSMONICS. SPRINGTECH AND SAP BROTHER » PLUS MANY
USED PIECES OF EQUIPMENT

* To Call Bascom'’s Today...

We always have personnel on the premises to take your mail
order or give you expert technical information. We ship UPS

daily from our large inventory.

= Specials

2'x4’ gas finisher, 2 years old—$575.00

2'x6’ Small Bros. evaporator—$1200

4'x8’ welded s.s. steam evaporator complete with hood
& pipe—$2,500 or best offer

6'x16° Grimm Lightning evaporator, tin flue, s.s. syrup
pan—$3500

Two stainless “V" shaped Sipple steam finishing
evaporators—$750 each or best offer

Reverse Osmosis Mach, 3 years old, Sap Brothers #250
—$7500 or best offer (would be $13,000 new)

2200 gal. s.s. milk truck tank—$1,200

5'x14' Grimm oil drop flue evaporator, very good—$3,500

Maple Syrup:

Bulk syrup for sale
immediate pricing or
future contracts.

Free Catalogs Available

OPEN MON.-FRI. 7:30-5:00 i

i SAT. 8:00-12:00 ugar ‘HOIISC Inc

@ RR 1, Box 138, Alstead, NH 03602

| 603/835-6361 or 603/835-2230
FAX # 603/835-2455
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CENTRAL OHIO
MAPLE MEETING

Over 100 producers met in Mt.
Gilead for the 35th annual Central
Ohio Maple Meeting on Saturday,
December 12. The day’s sessions
focused on many aspects of syrup
production that were of particular
interest to new producers, with
many points that should help the
seasoned producer break some bad
habits.

Randy Heiligmann, State Exten-
sion Specialist in Forestry, covered
all aspects of the maple tree itself,
from selecting a healthy tree, to
proper tapping techniques and sug-
arbush management. Craig
Weidensaul, Ohio Agricultural Re-
search and Development Center,

explained an accurate, quick test
for determining buddiness in ma-
ple sap. This will be of particular
help to the producer who has a
mixed stand of hard and soft ma-
ples. Greg Pasawitz provided tips
on marketing of pure maple syrup,
stressing the importance of a qual-
ity product to ensure repeat busi-
ness. Bill Brown explained his expe-
rience using a piggy back pan for
the first time this past season. Les
Ober spoke on the Ohio Maple Pro-
ducer’'s Association which pub-
lishes The Ohio Maple News. In its
second year of publication, it is put
out three times yearly and is avail-
able to those outside Ohio for
$2.00 a year. Send a check and
your mailing address to: The Ohio
Maple News, P.0. Box 107, Fre-
dericktown, OH 43019.

We provide advice on
sugarhouse  design
and on the setup of
complete tubing in-
stallations.

FIRTH MAPLE PRODUCTS

Stocking a full line of equipment needed by the maple producer
Buying all grades of bulk syrup

U.S. MAPLE TUBING

SMALL BROTHERS EVAPORATORS
SAP BROTHERS REVERSE OSMOSIS
SUGARHILL JUGS

DAVIES CANS

G.H. GRIMM EVAPORATORS
COSTER REVERSE OSMOSIS

Located 4 miles west of Spartansburg Pa. on Route 77

Call: 814-654-7265
Write: R.D. #2, Spartansburg, PA 16434

26



COMING EVENTS

NEW YORK

Andover Maple Festival, Andover
— March 23 and 24, 1991.

Marathon Maple Festival, Mara-
thon — April 6 & 7, 1991

Scoharie County Maple Festival,
Jefferson — May 11 & 12, 1991

American Maple Museum Opening,
Festival, State Queen Contest and
Hall of Fame Induction at Croghan
— May 11, 1991

IOWA

Eighth Annual Maple Syrup Festi-
val to be held at the Indian Creek
Nature Center, Cedar Rapids —
March 2 & 3, 1991.

WISCONSIN

Fond du Lac/Oshkosh Area Wood-
land Owners meeting Oshkosh Holi-
day Inn, contact Jim Hovland
414-929-3173 — February 9, 1991.

WMSPC delegates and committee
members for NAMSC meeting at
Civic Center, Eau Claire, 10:00 a.m.
— February 21, 1991.

WANTED:
WHOLE MAPLE PRODUCERS

We want maple syrup producers
who understand & practice
earth stewardship & organics.

If you can supply us,
please respond in writing to:

CECIL WRIGHT
1434 Fairview Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212

Madison Area Woodland Owners
meeting contact Jim Schroeder,
608-266-4271 — February 23, 1991.

First Tree Tapping at Polaks Maple
Hollow, Merrill, 715-536-7251 —
March 15, 1991,

Recipe contest Polaks Maple Hol-
low, Merrill, 715-536-7251 —
March 15, 1991.

Annual meeting of Wisconsin Ma-
ple Syrup Producers Council at Mel-
ody Mill, Aniwa — May 8, 1991.
WWOA Annual Meeting at Madison
Holiday Inn S.E. — September 21-22.
North American Maple Syrup Coun-
cil meeting, Civic Center, Eau Claire
— October 23-25.

VERMONT
Governor's Tapping Event at Fair-
haven Village Park, Governor
Richard Snelling. Church luncheon
following tapping event —
802-287-9052 — 11:00 a.m. March
11, 1991.

Second Annual Great Sap Collecting
Event, 30 teams of draft horses
participating. Don Harlow Sugar
Bush, Putney — 802-387-8852 —
March 30, 1991.

FOR SALE
BULK MAPLE SYRUP

MADE IN N.Y.STATE
All Grades ¢ Fair Prices
One to 100 BBLS, to'help you
Keep Your Customers Satisfied.

NORTHERN N.Y. MAPLE
PRODUCERS’ CO-OP
CROGHAN, NY

Haskell Yancey (Pres.) 315-346-6356
Warren Allen (Secy.) 315-346-6706
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THE BACON- JUG

Let Your Customer Decide

When all is said and done, the final determining
| factor, as to the best container for Pure Maple Syrup,
. is your customer. The Bacon Jug has a long history of
| consumer preference. Our new abrasion resistant ink
and traditional smudge resistant color and texture

give The Bacon Jug an edge, on the shelf, where it
counts.

N Look for The Bacon Jug this spring. For
more information, and the name of our
Dealer nearest you, call or write to:

THE
BACON

JUG THE BACON JUG COMPANY, INC.
RD #2, BOX 580
COMPANY  LiTriETON, NH 03561
603-444-1050

AHRARAATEATAARARATELRTTRAATAANHRRARRRNARNRANRNCANRNNRARNRNNN NN SN NN
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1991 SAP PRICES

A lot of people have requested that
we publish sap prices. What | have
found is that sap prices vary greatly
depending upon the retail price of
syrup. The retail price of syrup in
the Northeast is higher than in the
Midwest, hence the price paid for sap is
higher in the Northeast. Listed below
are sap prices being paid by SOME
producers in New Hampshire and
Vermont.

Remember these prices are for sap
delivered to the sugarhouse. Unless you
have an RO machine it doesn't make
much sense to buy sap that is 1.5 or
lower.

These prices are only intended to be
used as a guide for buying sap and no
way intends that they dictate the price
for the entire industry.

sugar $/gal. sugar $/gal.
1.0 0 1.4 .087
1.1 011 1.5 107
1.2 .044 1.6 126
13 .066 1.7 144

sugar

1.8
1.9
20
2.1
22
23
2.4
25
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9
3.0
3.1
32
33
3.4
3.5
3.6

$/gal.
161

aA717
192
.206
.220
234
.248
.262
276
.290
204
318
332
346
.360
374
388
402
416

FOR 1991 IPL ANNOUNCES
A BREAKTHROUGH THAT ADVANCES
SUGARING ON THE MOST BASIC LEVEL,

THE VACU-SPOUT

FOR A FREE SAMPLE OF A SPOUT WHICH REQUIRES NO HAMMER
TO INSTALL OR REMOVE, RAISES VACUUM, CLEANS EASIER. KEEPS ALL
SAPWOOD OPEN, IMPROVES TREE HEALTH AND RAISES PRODUCTION. CALL

OR WRITE; g 8&‘ a?bga 0 l/l
aple One.

sugar
3.7
3.8
3.9
4.0
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9
5.0
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.9

IPL

7288 Hayes Hollow Road
West Falls, New York 14170

716-652-8189

$/gal.
430
444
458
472
486
.500
514
528
542
.556
570
.548
.598
612
626
.640
654
.668
682
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GAS-POWERED DRILL
WOR

K\‘SV}ANYWHEHE

(REPLACES TK232)

9.8 lbs. Dry Weight
Centrifugal (2-shoe) Clutch
26¢cc (1.6 cu.in.) Displacement

; Spark arrestor standard Muffler
) Transistorized electronic Ignition System

QCP-121 I

CENTRIFUGAL PUMP

* | HP High-Torque 2-cycle
engine

* 1900 US Gallons per hour

+ 1” & Garden hose
couplings

« 10" Intake Hose Sid

* 23 Sucuon/98' Delivery
Head

$197

(REG 249.98)

TCP-381 1Y2” CENTRIFU-

GAL PUMP

» 2.25 HP High-Torque
2-cycle engine

* 4750 US Gallons per
hour

» 23 Suction/131' Dehvery
Head

$252

(REG 319.98)

ECS-330/12" OR 14" BAR &

CHAIN =

+ 2.0 cu.in. High-Torque
Powerhead

ECS-3500/14" OR 16"
BAR & CHAIN

740 CREEL DR. * Automatic Qiler System * 2.1 cuin. High-Torque Powerhead
WOOD DALE ILLNOIS 60191 + Anui-Vibration System + Automatic Oiler System
* Rear mounted handle + Anui-Vibrauon System
' 800"323"6’606 + Chain Brake $205 + Chain Brake 3299‘
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The MAPLE MEMBRANE
Designed and Developed Specifically For
The Maple Syrup Industry

If you are currently considering the replacement of your older membranes,
wish to expand the capacity of your current system, or simply want to order

your seprotech membrane or maintenance supplies, please call:
WATERLOO INC.

MAPLE SUGARING EQUIPMENT

HCR 63, BOX 35A W. 1887 ROBINSON RD.
BARTON, VT 05822 MERRILL, WI 54452
802/525-3588 7 15/536-7251
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Brooks Maple Products

F8394 Bo-Di-Lac Dr.

Minocqua, WI 54584

Phone: 715-588-3724

LARGEST CAPACITY FILTER of this size
More Frames and Thicker — Means More Storage
More Filtered Syrup Before Having to Tear-Down
All at a Fair Price — Food Grade Materials Used
DEALERS INQUIRY WELCOME
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THE NIGHT BEFORE TAPPING

By Karen Kakes

Twas the night before tapping. and all through the cabin
Not a producer was stirring, not even one;

The work clothes were hung by the cook stove with care,

In hopes they would be warm to fight the morning's cold air;

The buckets were nestled all snug in their stacks,

While the spickets were waiting in the overhead racks;

The tanks under their covers, and the evaporator with the pans all three,
Were just waiting for someone to tap the first tree;

When from near the bedsides there came such a clatter,

The producers rose from their slumber to get a hot breakfast platter:
Away from the table with a heart call.

They threw open the barn doors and fired up the old Farmall;

The light of early dawn reflecting off the moon-blue snow,
llluminated the icy paths and showed the producers which way to go;
Suddenly. before the tractor there stood.

The beckoning syrup house and a shack piled full of wood;

The producers approached, pair after pair,

While a sense of excitement hung in the air;

Faster and faster they hurried into the morning so crisp and cool,
Each producer searching for his own special tool;

The drill with a bit, a spicket or two, a hammer to tap,

And a bucket to catch the dripping sap:

Loaded with equipment from tip to toe;

They hurried to catch the Spring’s first sweet flow:

With snow piled nearly three feet high,

The producers donned snowshoes, there was no time to be shy:
Then out of the shack the workers did run,

Just in time to see the morning's spring sun;

And then in a moment a new sound filled the woods from within,
The drilling and tapping created quite a din;

The producers scurried from tap to tap,

Barely stopping for a glimmer of the first shimmering sap: -

The Buuting Busk Sugar House
S_QU I RREL‘AWAY MOST EFFECTIVE RODENT OETERRENT FOR USE 0N

e JUAR T s GAL L QN e
“LI'L TAPPER" Gasoline T: Now Pre-Mixed and
Ressonsbie & Dependeble Ready To Use! $|0.00 $35.00

SUGARING SEASON: MAKING MAPLE SYRUP

T L LU |V X
EACH

Plus §2.25 shipping/handling per book.
Send Your Order To: Wisconsin residents please add 726 sales ax

Buing Busk Sugox Heuse sosmaneer s1 715/362-5338

RNINELANDER, WIS. 54501
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Drip, drip, drip, fell the sap from the tree,

The sweet clear liquid from its prison was free;

Each drip fell to the bucket with an encouraging plop,
Joining with the others, drop by drop:

A day or two passed, each maple had a tap,

The producers now waited for buckets full of sap:
Soon it was time to collect the sweet water,
Mapling had begun, there was no time to falter:

The tractor and tankl Each producer a paill

The buckets were emptiedl No maple would faill
With producers running from tree to tree,

The sap was collected as quick as could be;

The evaporator was standing with empty pans,

Ready to cook down the sap and fill the five gallon cans;
The sap was pumped, the fire box filled,

Soon steam began to roll, just as the producers willed;

The hydrometer registered thirty-two Bric,
The syrup would be ready quicker than quick;
All producers smiled at the delicious sight,
The season’s first syrup was sweet and light;

But the work was not close to being all done,

The Maple Syrup season had only just begun;

The producers all shouted as the sap they did bring,
“Happy Mapling to all, and to all a sweet Springl

BRODIES SUGAR BUSH
™ “MAPLE IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS”

Small Brothers Evaporators - Offering all the new technology of
the Thunderbolt Arch and the Hurricane Cross Reflective Arch,

Piggy Back Pans, Vacuum Pumps, the new*Lil” Tapper and much
more.

RO Machines “O0" and “F" Style Litho Cans
Bacon & Sugarhill Jugs Used Buckets & Covers
Hydraclean Tubing Washers For Any Size Bush
U.S. Maple Tubing, Maple Expert and Lamb Tubing

G.H. Grimm Company Equipment and Supplies

™

Consignment Sales of Used Equipment
Custom Tubing Setup and Technical Assistance

HCR 75 Box 30
Westford, N.Y. 13488 Phone: 607-264-3225
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ARCHIE'S SUGARBUSH

Dear Mr. Editor:

My wife, she sez, "Honest
Archie,” sometimes she calls me
Truthful Archie, “Why don't you
tell that nice Mr. Editor man about
the time we grew some
rutabagas?” Well, it wuz like
this. . .

The year of the blue snow we
had such a poor crop of syrup and
needed some cash so we thought
we'd grow some rutabagas. They
sell pretty good and nobody around
here grows them.

We picked a piece of bottom land
along the Yo-Yo River, spread on a
good layer of cow manure, and
planted about 2 acres. Maybe the
blue snow and the river flooding
had something to do with it but
with that layer of manure, boy, did
those rutabagas ever grow.

After it froze good in the fall,
they averaged about the size of
pumkins. They were so big
nobody'd buy ‘em. Couldn’'t make
jack-o-lanterns ‘cause there
weren't any holes in ‘em.

Now rutabagas have a lot of
sugar in them, sorta like sugar
beets. We decided to see what kind
of syrup they'd make.

We borrowed an old cider mill
from a neighbor and set it up by
our sugar house. By chopping the
rutabagas up with an ax we could
get them through the grinder.
They we squeezed out the juice,
ran it in one of our evaporators and
fired her up.

Boy, what a smelll You know
what a rutabaga smells like when
it's cooking. This was a lot worse
‘cause there was so much more of
it. Got us into all kinds of trouble.
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The neighbors complained to the
E.P.A. who accused us of air pollu-
tion. The D.E.C. wouldn't let us
dump it anywhere near the Yo-Yo
River — said we'd have to send it
to a toxic waste dump. The Labor
Department said we'd have to pro-
vide gas masks for all the em-
ployees who worked in the sugar
house. The L.R.S. figured if that
many were checking up on us we
must have a gold mine so they bet-
ter audit our books. The Treasury
Department said we better not dis-
till any without a license, and our
local Better Business Bureau said
they'd take us to court if we tried
to sell any.

Shucks, who'd want to buy
rutabaga brandy anyway?

SUGAR BUSH
SUPPLIES CO.

* COMPLETE SUPPLIER
TO THE MAPLE PRODUCER

* WE STOCK BACON JUGS,
LAMB TUBING SYSTEM

e AUTUMN LEAF CANS,
LABELS & CREAM TUBS

e LEADER, KING, VERMONT
EVAPORATORS NEW & USED

e WE BUY USED EQUIPMENT
& MAPLE SYRUP
Give Us A Call or
Write For Catalog
2611 Okemos Road
Mason, Michigan 48854
Tel. (517)349-5185




CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 2’ x 6' Small Brothers
evaporator with preheator hood plus
all other equipment. 717-784-4129
(leave message).

FOR SALE: 30" x 10’ Leader Evap-
orator, Misc. Bulk Tanks, Sap
Tanks, Buckets, Pails, Tubing, Fit-
tings, Candy Machine, Molds,
Pumps, Gathering Tanks, and Many
Other Items, EVERYTHING YOU
NEED FOR MAKING SYRUP.
413-443-5034 Evenings.

FOR SALE: Used vacuum tank,
holding tanks and transport tanks —
SS glass lined and galvanized 300
gallon to 20,000 gallon. 4 x 10
steam hood. Sap buckets, covers
and spiles. Distributor for New
Costa RO machines. Will Trade for
Syrup. Now buying commercial
grade Maple Syrup. We can supply
our Bbls for filling this spring.
Adirondack Maple Farms 578-
853-4022 Fax number 578-
883-3791. We have bulk table grade
syrup for sale.

L o N N T

» Now is the time to check your

t MAPLE LABELS

’Ali required information on one
l  Pressure-Sensitive Label for

. SYRUP, CREAM & SUGAR
L Use on Plastic Jugs, Metal

| & Glass. For Color Samples
; and Prices

t WM. L.CHALMER ASSOC.
¢ 150 Traverse Blvd.
[

;

L

3

4

b

3

’

e

Buffalo, NY 14223

716-877-6016
Y2 orders now available for
small producers

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

ek & & & & & &

FOR SALE: 2% x 10' Lightning
Evaporator; 4' x 10’ s.s. Waterloo
pans, 4 x 12' Leader Evaporator, &'
x 16’ Lightning pans, hoods, 21/2' x 8’
Lightning preheater and syrup pan
hood, 5 x 8 series evaporator; 5' x
15’ King Evaporator and copper
steam kettle, 20 gal., 1300 gal. s.s.
storage tank, gathering tanks, 1500
taps, used tubing & more. SMADA
FARMS INC. 607-656-4058.

FOR SALE: Coster Reverse Os-
mosis Machine — Series L-60, for
1,000 tap size; processes 60 gallons
sap/hour/ excellent condition; used
1 season. Lake Ariel, PA 717-
698-6826.

MAPLE
HILL
FARMS

Small Brothers Evaporators
New, Fast Flow R.O. Machines
Kress Jugs - Colors Available
U. S. Maple Tubing

Sugar Hill Jugs

Sugar Molds & 30 Gal. Steel
Drums

Piggy Back Pans

Thunderbolt Arches

VICTOR E. PUTNAM
MAPLE HILL FARMS
R.D.#1, Box 279
Cobleskill, NY 12043

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-543-5379
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LEADER
EVAPORATOR CO., INC.

U SEmenican Laality - Scnce 1888

Are You Tired of Boiling 1% Sap?
Well you DON'T have to be any more with the
SPRINGTECH

REVERSE OSMOSIS
MACHINE

Take out up to
75%
of the water

Cut boiling time
IN HALF

Cut fuel cost
IN HALF

NOW MANUFACTURED
BY LEADER!
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25 Stowell St. ® St. Albans, VT 05478
802-524-3931 or 524-4966

Manufacturers of 3 Evaporator Styles:
e THE LEADER
e THE KING
e THE VERMONT

NEW!
Oil Fired Arch

Now available from
Leader Evaporator Co.
¢ Totally insulated

with ceramic

blanket

e Avallable for both
raised & drop flue
evaporators

All research and testing

done at Leader’s testing
facility in St. Albans.

EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR SUGARING NEEDS
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IN MEMORIUM

HOWARD S. TAYLOR, of
Bainbridge  Township, Ohio
passed away of heart disease
this past November, Mr. Taylor
was a noted maple syrup pro-
ducer in Geauga County, Ohio.
He was a member of the Geauga
County Maple Syrup Hall of
Fame and the Ohio Maple Pro-
ducer’s Association. He was also
well known outside Ohio from at-
tending North American Maple
Syrup Council meetings.

He once sent a gallon of his
syrup to President Dwight D.
Eisenhower and was proud to
have received a personal thank
you letter from the President.

Mr. Taylor was the fourth gen-
eration born in the family farm-
house and a descendent of one
of four families that founded
Bainbridge Township in 1817.

\MII‘J"“‘ lln.
gr‘érmorﬁ’

SINCE 1915

WE BUY BULK MAPLE 9YRUP IN
AlL GRADES FROM ALL PROPUCERS

DRUMS ARE AVAILABLE
CALL BILL CALLAHAN

MAPLE GROVE FARMS
167 PORTLAND $TREET
ST. JOHNSBURY  VERMONT 05619
802+ 748 « 5141
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Maple Supplies
Come and see us for -

% Small Brothers and
Grimm Evaporators

%* Tanaka Tappers & Pumps

% Lamb Tubing

% Maple Expert Tubing

% Sugarhill Jugs &
Packing Cartons

% All Small Equipment
IFIT'S MADE FOR MAPLE,

WE'VE GOT IT, OR WE
CAN GETIT.

P.S. WE'VE ALSO GOT
THE PRICE

THE
DAVENPORTS
57 Brink Road
Van Etten, N.Y. 14889
(607) 589-6626

COONS MAPLE SUPPLIES
AUTHORIZED GRIMM DEALER

Lamb & U.S. Maple Tubing
Waterloo Evaporators
Sugarhill & Kress Jugs

Maple Syrup Cans
Pure Maple Products

CHARLES COONS
P.0. Box 377, Monticello Road
Richfield Springs, N.Y. 13439
(315) 858-2781




Manufacturers of the Lightning Evaporator

SMALL BROTHERS U.S.A. INC.

SAVE ENERGY! IMPROVE QUALITY!

with New Systems that pay for themselves.

® PIGGY BACKS—BOIL 65% FASTER
W/WASTE STEAM

® THUNDERBOLT ARCHES—RE
CYCLE LOST HEAT. BOIL UP TO
40% MORE

@ HURRICANE ARCHES—USE
NEARLY 50% LESS WOOD.

e HYDRACLEAN TUBING
WASHERS—IMPROVE SAP &
SYRUP QUALITY.

® NEW MAXIFLOW U.V. LIGHT—
KEEPS SAP FROM SPOILING.

@ D.E. SAP CLEANERS—CLEANS SAP
FOR UNBELIEVABLE R/O MEM
BRANE LIFE.

@ SAP SENTRY VACUUM SYSTEMS—

UP TO 60% MORE SAF

PIGGY-BACK PAN on traditional 48 x 12
Lightning Woodfired Evaporator—Model 19-50.

REVERSE OSMOSIS MACHINE

“SAP BROTHER II"

New High Flow
nes
THE BEST IN Mambis
R EVE R s E The ne: OI.I:"IO: s;r‘rlllliusrll 2'.': lllmn
astel L] tion a s
OSMOS|S faster than raditional pralator.
& Sap Brother
The “Baby™ Sap Brother is the fastest!
Avallable in: 75, 100 &
200 gph models.
s BIG FRAME MACHINES
The ECO 75 Available in 300, 400, 600 & 1,000 Models
ONLY * Open frame or totally enclosed
* Vertical or horizontal conliguration
$4030-00 ¢ Sold delivered and installed with a
complete clean in place system.

THERE IS ADIFFERENCE IN RO MACHINES
LOWER Membrane Replacement Cost

Call 800/363-8338 Today!
or 802/868-3188

SMALL BROTHERS USA — RT 78E — PO BOX 714

— SWANTON VT 03488
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LAM aM

The Original
& Backbone
of Maple Tubing

34 years of Continual Improvements.
Copied but never duplicated.
The Product you can Depend on !

P
—

We have well over 100 special items
just for Maple Sap Production, most
of them manufactured ourselves.

.

contact your local Naturalflow dealer.

NATURALFLOW & MAPLEFLOW
A
@
Robert M. Lamb
G. H. GRIMM CO.

l
il DIV. OF LEADER EVAPORATOR
\J P.O. Box 130 Phone: 802-775-5411 H

Rutland, VT 05701
- e /**
/-._,_j_—-/ — — '--
= : @ ,.__
— :

\ Send for literature, or better yet,

Lamb Naturalflow Inc.
Naturally

e
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