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HIGH PRESSURE
FINISHING PAN

New - the Sipple high
pressure steam finishing

pan. Complete package
includes tilting table, steam
tubes, regulators, steam hood
and stack. 2x8 ft. will

handle up to 4 5'x10’ flue

pans
e EVAPORATORS e HYDROMETERS
e TANKS e TAPS e CANS e CARTONS
e BUCKETS e MOLDS
e THERMOMETERS e MACHINES
GAS FIRED
FINISHING PAN

A new gas fired finishing
pan for the smaller sized
evaporators. Also ideal for
making cream and sugar.
Rugged base and fittings.
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GRIMM
GATHERING TANK

A new model of an old standby.
All galvanized construction,
soldered seams, heavy gauge
metal, 4 barrel capacity.

Made for years of care-free
service.

G.H.GRIMM
company

RUTLAND ,
VERMONT
SIPHON ACTION
CAN AND BOTTLE FILLER ACBO02 775-5411
773-9519
New - siphon action for easy fill.
Fills any container fast and auto- FOR DESIGN
matically. Galvanized pan, easy AND
clean-out spout. MANUFACTURE
OR QUALITY

MERCHANDISE
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COVER PICTURE

This month’s cover picture
came from Clifford Ardsley, pho-
tographer at the Philadelphia Lab-
oratory of the US.D.A. It is a
very picturesque view of Leon
Wright's Sugar house in Frank-
linville, N. Y.
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Sditosial

The New York State Fair has come
and gone once more. This means another
summer is about over. Either it was aw-
fully short or I'm getting older - the latter
is probably more nearly correct.

Anyway, it was about an average
summer. We had wet weather and dry we-
ather, hot spells and cold. No late spring
or early fall frosts should have made it a
long summer. I guess it just seemed short.

All in all, it’s been a pretty good
year. We had plenty of snow early last
winter for the ski and snow traveler
enthusiasts to run around on and for the
tree tappers to wallow in when spring
came. There was a little under normal
syrup production in the States which is
quite an improvement over the past few
years. Most producers report sales better
than ever, which has quickly used up any
supply of bulk syrup there may have
been. Canada came up with a very poor
crop this year which pretty well elimin-
ates any possibility of importing any. Put
all these facts together and I think I can
safely say there is less syrup in both the
United States and Canada right now than
there has ever been. Why?

This subject could produce a pretty
long editorial if I tried to explain all the
angles, especially when I probably don’t
know what I'm talking about. I'll just cut
it short by saying it’s a matter of supply
and demand. There’s less syrup made
every year and more people on the earth

to buy it. Maple syrup is about the only
farm product that doesn’t have some
kind of surplus.

I can’t understand why farmers in-
sist on raising crops that are in surplus,
gripe about the low price they’re getting,
and then stop making syrup. They say
they aren’t making anything at it. I won’t
argue this point except that I'll bet they
would if they charged the price they
should. Another reason for quitting is the
old evaporator is worn out and a new one
costs too much when it’s only used for a
month out of the year. Just how many
days do they use that $1000 grain drill
or that $3000 baler or that $5000 com-
bine?

Labor, of course, is always a prob-
lem, but have you ever thought that with
a few improvements like getting up out
of the mud and. snow by replacing buck-
ets with tubing, a better sap collecting rig
and a ventilating system in the sugar-
house so you can at least find the evapor-
ator - maybe the hired help wouldn’t be
so reluctant to work for you. A pay scale
starting at $1.25 an hour isn’t too attract-
ive anymore, either. ’

And have you ever thought about
selling your sap to your neighbor? Some
say “I'm not going to let him make a for-
tune off my sap.” That’s just being stupid
- like cutting off your nose to spite your
face. Sure, he’s going to make a profit on
your sap or he won’t be buying it very
long, but you're going to make a buck
too, without having to worry about sell-
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LAMB TUBING SUPPLIES
Electric Tappers
Flomore Pellets

GORDON H. GOWEN
Tamarack Farm

Alstead, N. H. 03602  835-653| J
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WE CAN HELP YOU
MAKE MORE MONEY

IN THE MAPLE BUSINESS

WITH OUR

(-

. LARGEST INVENTORY OF
ANY DEALER.

[ 8]

. 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
MAPLE.

3. CENTRAL LOCATION.

4. WE COVER ALL PHASES OF
MAPLE BUSINESS.

GRIMM
LIGHTNING

LAMB

WE BUY AND SELL ALL

GRADES OF SYRUP.

TS’maa’a Farms

Route 41 — North

GREENE, N.Y. 13778
PHONE: 607-656-4058 OR 8112

ing the syrup, or making the payments on
that new evaporator, or keeping a roof on
the old sugar house, or hiring so much
hclp, OF ==+

I didn’t figure on answering any
questions when I started this editorial
and | think I have accomplished just that.
I do think there’s room for a lot more
people to make a lot more syrup. I can
make one statement that is an absolute
fact: There’s money in the maple indust-
ry! I ought to know, I put plenty of it
there, and | think fellows like Adin Rey-
nolds, Bob Coombs, Paul Richards and
about a hundred more I can think of will
agree with me. Of course, getting some
of it out is a different problem. Maybe
I’ll write an editorial on that for a future
issue.
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STATUS OF THE
DIGEST

Last spring the outlook was pretty
black. While we’re not out of the woods
yet, the picture is somewhat brighter. |
have hopes the National Council will
come up with some solutions when they
meet in Honesdale, Pa., on October 19
and 20.

I want to thank everyone who sent
in their contributions and also those who
voluntarily took their name off our mail-
ing list if they were no longer interested
in maple. At least we found out two
things: The majority of producers really
want the Digest to continue and the in-
dustry needs a means of communication.

Your contributions are still urgent-
ly needed and we will endeavor to do
everything we can on this end not only to
survive but to make the Digest as inter-
esting and informative as possible.



VERMONT MAPLE MEMO

IMPROVING SUGAR BUSHES

Several persons, usually with the help
of County Foresters, have tested sugar
trees during the spring sap season and
have determined which were the sweetest.
Then, with other considerations also in
mind, such as tree size and general tree
health, they have marked trees to be cut
and improved the sweetness of the bush
by thinning. Others have tested trees dur-
ing warm spells in the fall and have found
that trees could be selected for cutting in
the same way at that time, because “a
sweet tree is always a sweet tree”, even
though sweetness varies from time to
time. The technique was definitely proved
to be workable in an experiment conduct-
ed in a controlled manner in the Fall of
1965 and Spring of 1966 by M.M. Koell-
ing, BM. Blum, and C.B. Gibbs of the
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station.
Thirty-four trees were tapped the same
way and on the same side at the two diff-
erent times of year. It was found that the
relative sweetness rankings among the
trees was consistent, although the spring
sweetness was generally higher than that
in the fall.

If your sugar bush needs thinning we
hope you call on your County Forester
or a consulting forester to do some testing
this coming fall. A refractometer is nec-
essary (it measures sweetness in a drop

of sap).

RAYMOND T. FOULDS, JR.
EXTENSION FORESTER
BURLINGTON, VT.

June, 1970

MAPLE MARKETING RESEARCH

The Burlington Unit,Northeastern For-
-est Experiment Station, U.S. Forest Ser-
vice has contributed much to our knowl-
edge of sap production methods during
its more than five years of research work
conducted in Vermont and neighboring
states. Headed by Albert G. Snow, Jr. of
Burlington, the Unit has now added an
additional phase to its operations. A for-
est economist has been employed who
will study markets and marketing meth-
ods and come up with answers as to what
consumers prefer as to flavor, package,
market outlet, appearance, etc. The new
man is David Garratt, who formerly
worked at the Forest Service Marketing
Laboratory in Parsons, West Virginia.
David expects to work closely with rep-
resentatives of the maple industry so as to
develop a plan of work which will make
his efforts most effective.

The Unit has recently published a re-
vised list of booklets and bulletins on sap
production research which it has pro-
duced. If you wish a copy, send to the
Extension Forester, Forestry Dept., Uni-
versity of Vermont, Burlington, Vt.; or
directly to Albert Snow at the N.E.F.E.S.,
U.S. Forest Service, Federal Bldg., Bur-
lington, Vt. 05401. '



SUGARBUSH MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

by Carter B. Gibbs and H. Clay Smith
USDA Forest Service,
Northeastern Forest

Experiment Station, Burlington, Vt.

Most of the sugarbushes being tapped

today developed from natural forest
stands years before their present owners
were born. Trees were plentiful then, and
land could be purchased at low cost.

Wood was the primary fuel for both

FILTER BAG LINER
SAVES TIME
’mcnnsu LIFE OF BAGS

&

No need to remove filter bag from
syrup filtering tank. Just remove liner
from bag, rinse out solids in hot or
cold water and replace. Liner has long
life with careful usec.

KOPEL FILTER PAPER COMPANY

2538 5. Damen Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 60608

Serving the Maple Syrup Industry
more than 25 years

homes and sugaring operations, and un-
wanted trees in the sugarbush were re-
moved as part of the annual wood-cutting
process. The development of sugarbushes
from natural stands was a “hit or miss”
proposition.

Today land is expensive, labor costs
are high, and few people use wood as a
major fuel. The need for planned develop-
ment of new sugarbushes is evident, but
effective management guides are practi-
cally nonexistent. This has led us to begin
research on factors important in the deve-
lopment of sugarbushes from forest stands
and plantations. Our current program in-
volves tree spacing, fertilization, and the
effects of conifer understory on sap and
sugar yields.

Tree Spacing

Most maple producers believe that a
tree with a wide, fully developed crown
gives the most and the sweetest sap. If
full-crowned trees are the best, then we
would like to have a sugarbush containing
only open-grown trees, but with enough
of them to completely utilize the area.
With this in mind we made a region-wide
survey of open-grown sugar maple trees
to determine the relationship between
crown diameter and tree diameter. From
this information we calculated the num-
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Figure 1. - - A 30 year-old sugarbush plantation near Hartland, Vermont. A total of
25 acres were planted on a 36-foot spacing, and the trees now average about 10 inches
in diameter and are 36 feet tall. This bush was fertilized with hen manure for 8 years

(1956-64) and has never been tapped.

ber of trees of a given size that would use
all the growing space on an acre but still
would allow all trees to develop maximum
Crowns.

There is some evidence that we may
not need completely open-grown trees for
maximum production. Therefore we are
also making an intensive study to deter-
mine if trees that have been slightly crow-
ded will give us greater total sugar yields
per acre. Slight crowding may reduce
yields per tree, but the additional trees
resulting from closer spacing may increase
total production per acre.

Information from these spacing studies
will serve as a guide to the number of
trees per acre for sugarbush stands. We
have located a few sugar maple planta-
tions that illustrate the development of
open-grown trees from wide spacing (fig.
1). The potential yields from this type of
sugarbush are not known; and unfor-
tunately we will have to wait several years
for the answer.

Fertilization

The use of fertilization to increase sap
and sugar yields has received considerable
interest; and some research has been done
in Vermont, New York, and Ohio. Two
years ago we established a large-scale
study to determine the effects of lime and
fertilizer on sap volumes, sugar contents,
and tree growth. We do not have any def-
inite results yet, but there are essentially
three potential improvements that may
result from fertilization.

* Increased sap-sugar content. Fertiliza-
tion may increase sugar reserves and
improve sap-sugar concentrations.

* Increased sap volume. The increased
efficiency in plant life functions that
may result from a greater supply of
nutrients to the tree could increase sap
volumes.

* Increased tree growth. If tree growth
rate is increased, it would substantially
reduce the time necessary to bring
small sugarbush stands into production.

9
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Fertilization may be one of the most
important factors in the rapid and effi-
cient development of sugarbushes of the
future. The impact may be particularly
beneficial when fertilization is used in
combination with genetically superior
seedlings.

Effects of Conifers

Conifers have long been considered un-
desirable in sugarbushes because it is be-
lieved that they reduce sap production by
lowering temperatures in the sugarbush
and causing a shorter sap-flow period. Su-
garmakers may also have difficulty in col-
lecting sap if the sugarbush contains many
conifers.

Two years ago we began a study to
find out how removing conifers from a

sugarbush would affect sap and sugar
yields. In general, we found that, after the

12 ozx. 8 oz. 3oz.
SHOW OFF YOUR FANCY
SYRUP IN
JUGS BOTTLES JARS

MAPLE PRODUCTS SELL
BEST IN GLASS

Send for complete list.

M.R. CARY CORPORATION

219 Washington Square
Syracuse, N.Y. 13201

conifers were removed, sap volume went
up but sugar content went down. We will
continue this study until the trends sta-
bilize so that we can suggest=what the
producer may expect if he removes con-
ifers from his sugarbush.

The Future

The need for future work in sugarbush
management is great.

* We need to know more about the cha-
racteristics of high-producing trees—
their crown shape, bole size, and how
much competition they can withstand
from their neighbors.

* The potential economic benefits of
combined sap and timber production
need to be evaluated. Maple is a highly
desirable furniture wood; and if man-
agement for sap and timber can be
combined, the sap producer may be
able to make more money from his

land.

* In this era of high land and labor costs,
we need to determine the size and
number of trees per acre necessary to
give the sugarmaker maximum sap pro-
duction.

* The long-term effects of fertilization
and the potential benefits of irrigation
need to be investigated.

Research in sugarbush management
will have to be intensified to meet the
potential expansion of the maple industry
made possible by the recent improve-
ments in sap-production techniques. The
time when we can depend on hit-or-miss
development of sugarbushes from natural
forest stands has passed. With technical
advances in management and tree breed-
ing, we should be able to establish sugar-
bushes with trees that will produce 50 or
even 75 percent more than unmanaged
sugarbushes.



Maple
‘Leaf Scorch’
Traced to Drought

From the Sunday Press
Binghamton, N. Y., Sept 13, 1970

If that maple tree in your side yard
is looking a little the worse for wear these
days blame it on the dry spell.

Not the August dry spell-the dry
spell that spanned the summers of 1961-
67.

That is the word from the New
York State College of Forestry at Syra-
cuse, according to James Briggs of the
Broome County Argicultural Extension
Service.

Maples whose leaves are premature-
ly shedding or turning brown around the
edges are suffering from something called
leaf scorch, Mr. Briggs said.

The trouble for the maples began
early in the protracted drought that grip-
ped most of the Northeast starting in
1961 and continuing until 1967, accord-
ing to the foresters.

During that seven-year dry spell,
they say, the trees’ crowns, that is their
leaved branches, grew at a nearly normal
pace while the trees’ roots struggled for
sustenance in the parched soil.

The result, after seven years, was
countless thousands of trees with retard-
ed root development incapable of feeding
trunk and crown adequately during even
brief dry spells such as the Broome Coun-
ty area experienced during the first two
thirds of August.

Leaf scorch begins as a rust or
brown discoloration around the outside
edges of the leaves and works inward, Mr.
Briggs said.

He said it eventually will cause the
leaves to fall if the dry spell lasts long
enough.

In some cases watering of trees by
homeowners will arrest the scorch prob-
lem or even prevent it, he added.

Leaf scorch apparently has no long-
range harmful effect on the trees, Mr.
Briggs said the foresters told him.

It can, however, if it becomes wide-
spread enough, have an effect on the
color show nature makes of the North-
east’s hardwood forests each fall.

It takes cold weather to paint the
leaves, and foresters fear if the dry spell
continues leaves will continue to fall long
before the first frost arrives.

Agway designs
& installs oil-fired
evaporator systems. ..
even supplies the fuel.

Considering a change-over
to an oil-fired maple syrup
evaporator system? Consider
Agway! One place where you
can get everything you need.
Agway men are trained to
design and install the exact
kind of oil-fired system that
fits your operation. Then
Agway's fast, dependable
delivery system will keep
you supplied with fuel.

Call your nearest Agway
Petroleum Service today.

In the Yellow Pages, under
Oils, Fuel.

Agway Petroleum Service
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NEW YORK-PENNA. MAPLE TOUR

By: Van C. Travis, Jr.
Delaware Co. Extension Service

Walton, N. Y,

August 3, 1970 marked the 26th
year of the New York State Maple Tour,
sponsored jointly by New York State Co-
operative Extension and the New York
Maple Producers Assoc. Originated in
1945 by Prof. Fred Winch of the New
York State College of Agriculture at
Cornell, the tour has grown to huge pro-
portions with people attending from
throughout the eastern United States and
Canada.

The 1970 tour started under fair
skies and balmy temperatures at the
Walter Hoyt farm located in the hills of
Delaware County outside Walton. Walter
and Ethel, lifelong maple producers, rely
upon maple for their livelihood and there-
fore operate in a businesslike manner, A
trip to the woods with Walter gave the

men a chance to discuss Walter’s at-
tempts to speed up the growth of se-
lected trees by means of fertilization.
Meanwhile, the women discussed sugar
and cream production in the candy kitch-
en with Mrs. Hoyt.

Sixty-five cars meandered through
the Delaware Hills to the August Ander-
sen farm at Long Eddy. Here, the 150
assembled tourists partook of refresh-
ments, courtesy of the Central New York
Maple Producers Assoc., and then viewed
Auggie’s unique tree coding system for
erection of his plastic tubing. Mrs. Ander-
sen gave the ladies a tour of her candy
kitchen and pottery shop where she
makes specially designed containers for
maple syrup sales in gift shops and road-
side stands.

Interior
of

Mrs. Hoyt's

Sugar kitchen.
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Part of the
group in

Walter Hoyt's

sugarbush.

The evening program started with
a chicken barbecue at Hancock, followed
by a tour of the Mallory Lumber Com-
pany and an educational meeting chaired
by Fred Winch. Ed Farrand, Penn State
Extension Forester, told the Pennsyl-
vania Maple Story and Dick Howard
summarized a Cornell study of sap and
syrup costs and returns.

All in all, it was an excellent tour
and enjoyable day. A brief shower laid
the dust on the dirt roads and kept the
temperature in the comfortable range.
The food was delicious, the tour stops
enlightening and the fellowship unex-
celled.

by Richard Plotts
Associate County Agent
Honesdale, Pa.

Nearly 150 people toured into North-
ern Pennsylvania to participate in the
second day of the combined New York
Pennsylvania Maple Tour on August 4,
1970. Three maple operations were visit-

ed and the tour ended with a lunch and
summarization at the Beach Lake Fire
Hall. At this time Edward Curtis, Hones-
dale, R.D. No. 3, National Maple Coun-
cil - President invited all maple produ-
cers to attend the National Maple Coun-
cil meeting in October on the 19th and
20th at Lukin’s Farm Resort, near Hones-
dale.

Brief description of the stops in Penn-
sylvania are as follows: Maple Hill Farms -
Everett and Donald Stone - Thompson,
Pa. - with over 30 years of experience
in producing maple syrup the Stone Bro-
thers set about 1500 taps in 1970, - 300
on plastic pipelines and 1200 on buckets.
This farm has more maple trees for poss-
ible maple business but they are in rough
topography and would be difficult to tap.

1970 production was 544 gallons of
syrup. One 5’ x 12’ oil fired evaporator
with hood is used plus a gas finishing pan.
The oil burner consumed 1589 gallons of
oil in 1970 to produce the 544 gallons of
syrup. The Stone’s maple sap average

2.8% sugar for the 1970 season.
13



The second stop was at the farm of
Dwight Hauenstein, Pleasant Mount where
the family maple operation as well as an
active dairy farm was viewed. Dwight sets
from 500 to 700 taps and normally pro-
duces around 150 gallons of syrup. A
wood fired evaporator is used and high
quality products are the goal of the
Hauensteins. All maple products are sold
from home mostly self-service from the
porch. At this stop refreshments were
served by the Northeastern Penna. Maple
Syrup Producers Association.

The last stop of the Pa. maple tour was
at the farm of Jerry Hiller, Honesdale,
R. D. No. 1. The Hiller operation consists
of 1200 taps all on plastic and the com-
plete system is under vacuum produced
by a surge vacuum pump.

The Hiller’s feel the vacuum pump in-
creases sap production and are convinced
that it is an excellent labor saver.

A 3%’ x 12’ oil fired evaporator is used
plus a gas stove to finish the syrop.
About 350 gallons of syrup is produced
annually.

The young sugar bush is now being
thinned and managed for future expan-
sion of the maple industry. The Hiller’s
also operate a dairy farm. ococceocwo

ARE  PELLETS

By
H. Clay Smith
and
Carter B. Gibbs

Northeastern Forest Experiment Station
Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agr.
Burlington, Vermont

Within the last few years, research-
ers and producers have found that using
vacuum pumps on unvented tubing lines
to collect sap can double or even triple
the sap yields. However, vacuum-pump-
ing does cause some problems. One of
them is that the paraformaldehyde pellets
placed in the tapholes are sometimes
sucked out into the tubing lines. Pellet
remains in tubing lines near the taphole
have been observed by a number of pro-
ducers and researchers. If the pellet does
not stay in the taphole for its original

Yankee Ingenuity?

This picture was sent to us by Har-
lan Spink, Attica, N. Y. It isn’t his, it
belongs to a neighbor who wanted to
make a little syrup for his own use but
couldn’t find a pan or kettle.

A cast iron bathtub pinch-hit and
worked very well. A long handled plug in
the drain hole could be pulled and the
syrup drawn out when it was time to
“sugar off”.



NECESSARY WITH VACUUM PUMPING ?

“’“‘*

The hpuld from each taphola was eollectnd in a 55-gallon drurn

purpose of prolonging sap flow, is it
necessary !

Results of a recent study indicated
that the pellet is not needed when sap
yields are collected from tapholes by
using a vacuum pump.

We made a study during the 1969
sap season in northwestern Vermont to
find if the amount of sap collected from
tapholes with pellets was different from
the amount collected from tapholes with-
out pellets. All sap yields were collected
with a closed tubing installation and
artificial vacuum.

We used 16 sugar maple trees, 20
to 30 inches in diameter, Two 3-inch-
deep tapholes were drilled in each tree.
Both tapholes on each tree were vacuum-
pumped; one had a 250-milligram para-
formaldehyde pellet, and the other did
not. The yields from each taphole were
collected in individual containers.

A venturi jet-type vacuum pump
was used to provide approximately 12
inches of vacuum at each taphole. This
may not seem like a very high vacuum,
but the air was pumped from 32 drums
(55 gallons each), so the space we pump-
ed was equivalent to approximately 65
miles of 5/16-inch tubing.

We collected 17 percent more sap
from the trees without pellets than from
the trees with pellets. These results indi-
cate that,
used, the paraformaldehyde pellet is not
necessary.

when a 12-inch vacuum is

LAMB TUBING SYSTEM
Free Survey and Estimate
Electric Tappers
Tap-Hole Pellets
King & Leader Equipment

K.O. PROCTOR ~ CASTLETON, VT
Phone: 468-5562 05735
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w_-;;/IF YOU MAKE MAPLE SYRUP
1 YOU NEED OUR CATALOG

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE ITEMS AVAILABLE

Steam Hoods

Evaporators © Tanks

Bottling Machines

Ain Saw Tappers

r N

Tap Hole
Pellets

Sap Saks &
Lamb Tubing

Refract-
ometers
Hydrometers
Hydrotherms
Thermo-
l meters
Gl
Pitchers Also Grading
Many Styles Sets, Pressure
Available Filters, Papers

|

%;

1=

Several
Candy Boxes, Cans Varieties
: i Old Style | Pumps Of
Tins, Bottles, Etc. Jugs All Kinds Of Spouts
N
ssorora = REYNOLDS
OF OUR CATALOG L2 SUGAR BUSH INC.

ANIWA, WIS. 54408

AC 715 449-2680
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‘-U THREE PAN SPECIAL
EVAPORATOR

RAPID
PRACTICAL
SHALLOW BOILING

The modern evaporator for sugar makers seeking speed

of operation-—-and high quality of product.

VERMONT EVAPORATOR COMPANY
OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK

SUPPLIERS OF EVERY KNOWN NEED OF THE

MODERN MAPLE SUGAR MAKER
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Sugaring for a

Lincoln-Type farmer

From

THE VERMONTER
White River Junction,Vt.
February 1913

The impelling call of the sugar-bush in-
variably began to take hold of me with
the waning of January, when | was a boy
in my ’teens, attending one of the good
old academies in Northern Vermont, and
it was all in vain that the principal and my
much tried mother fumed and cajoled and
protested. Nothing could be discovered
that would hold me to the dreary Latin
and the dryer English grammar, and there
was no peace at home until I was “hired
out” for the spring and summer to some
near-by farmer. And then how agonizing-
ly dragged the perfunctory school days
until the weather became suitable for tap-
ping! It always seemed to me that each
particular season was far laterthan the
average, and that the particular farmer
who had been fortunate enough to pre-
empt my services was a little slower than
any other in town—in fact, as | character-
ized it, “slower than cold molasses in zero
weather!”How | watched the church vane
and all the weather signs, and how I was
cheered by the revival of activity on the
part of the crow congresses of the neigh-
boring woods! At last arrived the fateful
day, and | was bundled off in the farmer’s
sleigh, once more at peace with myself
and the world!

It must not be supposed that I was one
of those rare, uncanny creatures, a boy
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greedy for work. Nothing
kind. It was the call of the
wild life, the atmosphere
camp, the romance and the inspiration of
the life in the open that moved me. There
was something about it all that got into
my veins and made my blood run quicker,
that seemed to vitalize the life of the out-
of-doors, and, by contrast, to make all
other living seem tame, sombre and al-
most unbearable. There was little recking
of the long, toilsome days to come in the
ploughed fields and the hay fields under
a scorching sun. It was simply the fatuous
near-sighted, perfectly normal concept of
an average young Vermont barbarian—of
the type of thirty-five years ago—obses-
sed, perhaps, with a little more than ave-
rage appreciation of the inherent charms
of Nature. And, so, my “‘sugaring” be-
came a habit, almost a vice, and the career
of the student grew so little alluring that
the wonder was that I ever got moderate-
ly well fitted for college,

But, oh! how different most of the
realities from the dreams! How the fond
pre-sugaring imaginings were shattered by
Miss Actuality! Yet the dreaming went on
unabated with each new spring-time, all
the fond anticipations of previous springs
were revived, and never was India rubber
more resilient than my battered young



heart. But the first experience, a notewor-
thy exception to all the others, probably,
was a prime cause of all the later insistent
longings for the life of the sugar-bush.
Being then quite young and wholly inex-
perienced, 1 was not expected to be cap-
able of much real farm work, and the
good old farmer required but little of me,
except the tending of the fire in the big
brick arch and the watching of the sap,
boiling in the pans and the big “heater,”
with its coil pipes.

Assuredly, those were delectable days—
days to be lived but once, yet always to
leap to the fore in every reminiscent
mood of later years! What more perfect
setting for the reading of that inspiriting
book, “The Green Mountain Boys,” by an
imaginative youth, seated on an over-
turned sap bucket, with his back to the
warm arch, the deliciously odoriferous sap
boiling and bubbling and singing in his
ears, a great pile of dry, soft wood con-
venient for the renewal of the fire, and
the comfortable sugar-house open on one

side to the stately woods, where one
might easily imagine Indians to be lurking
behind the larger maple boles! And what
daily fun with crudely made bow and ar-
row, even though the squirrels laughed
and chattered, and the bluejays mocked,
and the crows scornfully cawed at the
amateurish archery! Then those “sugar-
ings-off,” with expectancy at its height
and anticipation on the qui vive, from the
pouring into the pans of the half-syrup
until the real syrup was ready for the
pouring into the cans, or the thick sugar
into the immaculate new tubs! And how
we feasted and feasted on sugar on snow
and stirred sugar and hot syrup, and then
ate a few wholesome, home-made pickles—
the farmer’s girls and I—and then feasted
again, until we almost felt as though we
were nothing but mammoth lumps of
sugar, ourselves! And what sport the
whittling of the paddles to be used in the
feasting from the soft pine sticks that a-
bounded! Then, too, the zestfulness of
the sap gathering on crisp mornings on the
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NEWPORT, VERMONT
05855

Has provided producers with a market for their bulk maple syrup
for more than 30 years. If you are interested in selling your bulk
maple syrup or in acting as a buying agent, please write, or
telephone collect, 802-334-6516.

OLD COLONY Brand Maple Sugar and Maple Syrup in bulk and
consumer packs is distributed both nationally and internation--

ally.
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for syrup production.

USEFUL MAPLE JENELRY

> el ofy the Mupﬂw"

authentically designed after the hard maple
leaf. They are gold finished inlaid with green
enamel and are truly durable -

Ideal for gifts.
A. BROOCH STYLE PIN $2.75
. B. TIE TACK $2.25
All it tpaid.
ey pasEt C. TIEBAR $2.25
Maney back guaranme" ALSO, Maple Equipment, tubing and supplies,
New and Used -

TWO (2) High Pressure Steam Boilers, suitable

HAROLD TYLER MAPLE FARMS
One of New York State’s Largest Producers of Maple Products
Westford, New York 13488

from the

The three items of Maple Jewelry are

fine jewelry.

crust, the girls joining in the fun, and all
of us vying in the effort to “cover” the
most trees as the farmer guided the steady
old horse among the labryrinths of the
woods, while the sap splashed higher and
higher in the big, tightly closed wooden
holder on the sled—its sliding cover open-
ed only as one or another of the gatherers
arrived with a full pail for the emptying!
I wish I might truly sketch that farmer,
long since gone to a land where all is
bright and sweet and clean and true, like
his own old sugar-bush and sugar-house,
and more essentially, even like his own
calm, true and noble life—a typical Yan-
kee husbandman, careful and canny, and
long-headed and deft of hand, yet, withal,
big-hearted and kind, a nobleman of Na-
ture in his natural environment. Tall, and
somewhat ungainly, and rather stooping,
with a long and sober cast of countenance,

he did not at first sight reveal his true
character. Yet no kindlier spirit ever lived;
his heart was the heart of a man; the
light that shone from his eyes was an all-
human, benignant light; and knowledge of
him bred respect and intimacy the highest
regard. In not a few ways, like the great
Lincoln, this hard-handed, hard-headed,
Vermont farmer was a splendid exemplar
of practical righteousness. There was a
dignity in his mien, a strength of fibre in
character as rare as they were fine. Child-
like in his tenderness of spirit, so that it
was genuine torture for him to kill any in-
nocent creature, a chicken, a veal-calf or
what not, he could hold his own with the
shrewdest in a trade—and the selling of
the season’s woolclip usually meant many
hours of argumentative whittling back of
the big barn. Not very often permitting
himself to smile, almost never really to
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Special Prices on our Proven Cream and
Sugar Machines still in effect. Free Cream
and Sugar containers with machine pur-
chase. Write for catalog and descriptive
folder. Sugar Bush Supplies Company,
Box No., 1107, Lansing, Michigan, 48904

LABEL YOUR PRODUCTS: Self-Adh-
esive tape labels-stick to everything, - li-
tho cans, plastic or glass jars, cellophane
bags. Printed to your requirements for
Maple Syrup, Cream or Sugar. Choice of
5 colors. Send us your copy-we'll send
prices and samples. Ask about FREE
OFFER on orders placed NOW for com-
ing season. WM. L. CHALMER, 150
TRAVERSE BLVD., BUFFALO, N. Y.
14223,

FOR SALE: Several used evaporators, oil
and wood; also buckets, covers, spiles; a
few tanks. 2-3000 gal. insulated stainless
holding tanks. A small quantity fancy
syrup. SAMADA FARMS, STAR ROUTE
GREENE, N.Y. 13778

laugh—only once or twice can I recall an
instance of the latter, and then it was like
the rush and roar of a Niagara—he was yet
a man of much quaint, dry humor, which
lost no whit in effect by reason of exter-
nal gravity in the expression. A good man,
and a true, who had faith in his God, in
his fellow-man and in himself, and to
whom all taint of hypocritical cant was as
foreign as is poison to the dew.

So, he made my first sugaring days a
delight and a perpetual reminiscent joy—
and, unconsciously, set an example the
following of which by Vermont farmers
of today would go far toward holding the
boys on the farm and discounting the per-
sistent lure of the city.

Think of Cook’s
for all your
Maple Syrup

Supplies

OUR STOCKS ARE NOW
COMPLETE - ORDER EARLY!

WE STOCK

Leader-King Evaporators (wood
or oil fired)

Sap Buckets, Covers, SAP-SAKS

Red “Golden Maple' Syrup Cans
(4-sizes)

(Our stock on CANS is complete

all year.)

Tappers, Bits, Spouts, Filters

Rubber Candy Molds (asst. pat-
terns)

Storage and gathering tanks
Maple Cream Tubs - Syrup Bottles
Pellets, Tubing, etc.

COME TO COOK'S FOR ALL
SYRUP SUPPLIES

Write for Free '70 Catalog

H.W. Cook
Farm Service, Inc.

Serving the Maple Industry for
50 years.
Phone: 315-852-6161
DeRuyter, N.Y. 13052




"APLE PRODUCERS

NOW

L E A S E is the time to produce

MAPLE SUGAR and SYRUP
for the greatest return.

E ADER Quality and Service since 1888

225 Stowell Street
St. Albans, Vermont,

W, During the past few years the
- o » demand for Maple Syrup has
. - T T E N T I O N reduced the surplus.

“VAPORATOR CO. INC. 802-524-4966

® MAPLEFLO PIPELINE SYSTEMS

@ OIL FIRED EVAPORATORS a1
@ GAS FIRED EVAPORATORS ARS
@ GAS & ELECTRIC TREE TAPPERS YE




¥ MONITOR TANKS
¥ WARNER SPOUTS

"
!!!!!!!

KING

EVAPORATOR
M KING TANKS

a3 SOULE SPOUTS

OWNED AND OPERATED BY PEOPLE INTERESTED IN MAPLE, TO BETTER
1 SERVE THE MAPLE PRODUCER. CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR MAPLE NEEDS.

LEADER EVAPORATOR CO. INC.

25 STOWELL STREET ST. ALBANS, VERMONT 05478 802-524-49€6




LET LAMB SELL YOU ON . ...
PORTABLE PRODUCTION

NATURALFLOW TUBING

THE MODERN WAY TO GATHER

/ SAP FROM INACCESSIBLE BUSH
FLOMOR PELLETS FOR

LONG RUN, BACTERIA

FREE TAPS

LAMB ELECTRIC TAPPER
LIGHT WEIGHT DRILLING
,l %" EOR SEASON AFTER SEASON

'f_-. ) DOLLARS IN WALLET FROM

- SAVINGS ON ECONOMICAL
TROUBLE FREE LAMB
PRODUCTS

PLASTIC TEES AND FITTINGS
~<@— MAKES A RUN TAP ALL TREES
INITS PATH

FIRM BUSINESS FOOTING
BUILT ON LAMB DEPEND-
ABILITY

FOR ALL THE ""‘PROFITABLE"
DETAILS. CALL OR WRITE

R. M. LAMB

P.0. Box 278 Vine St. Rd.

LIVERPOOL,N.Y. 13088
Phone 315-457-1410




